
Fears over 
Trident vote 



CHRISTIAN anti-nuclear 
groups in the Oxford diocese 
have expressed disappoint- 
ment at the Government’s 
vote to renew the UK Trident 
missile system. 

Oxford’s Canon David 
Partridge, of CANA (Clergy 
Against Nuclear Arms), 
joined a vigil in Parliament 
Square during the House of 
Commons debate on 14 
March. 

Protestors 
hoped that a 
rebellion by 

Labour back- 
benchers, includ- 
ing Oxford East 
MP Andrew 
Smith, would 
defeat plans to 
spend more than £20bn on 
a new generation of nuclear 
weapons. Conservative 

backing, however, pushed 
through the proposals. 

Ministers argue that 
renewing Trident is essential 
for the UK’s security, and say 
that as the current system’s 
components near the end of 
their working lives in the 
2020s a decision on renewal 
must be made now to allow 



time for developing new 
weapons. 

Protestors such as CANA 
say there is no place for a 
nuclear arsenal in today’s 
world. 

Days before the 
Government vote the Rt 
Revd Stephen Cottrell, 
Bishop of Reading showed 
his support for campaigners 
by taking the eucharist at a 
service outside the gates of 
the Faslane 
nuclear subma- 
rine base, where 
clergy and laity 
have been holding 
peaceful protests. 

He later told the 
DOOR: ‘I simply 
believe that 
nuclear weapons are wrong. 
This has become one of those 
defining issues where each of 
us according to our under- 
standing of the Gospel, has 
to make a call about how we 
live our life. I feel that I 
couldn’t look myself in the 
mirror, nor carry on speak- 
ing about the hope and peace 
that I find in Christ, if I 
remained silent about it.’ 

Cont...Page 2 



'Nuclear arma- 
ment has been 
a sleeping giant 
in the public 
consciousness../ 




TWO stunning five metre Easter banners will greet visitors to the church hall at St Nicolas in Newbury this Holy Week. The 
church's Banner Making Group are busy putting the finishing touches to the collages which depict Good Friday, in dark sombre 
colours to encourage thought and reflection, and Easter Sunday (part of which is pictured above), in bright colours celebrating the 
empty tomb, new life and hope. The project was designed by Jane Sutton, LLM, and has involved all ages, from three-years to 
adult. Special thanks go to Jane's Sewing Shop opposite the church who generously donated free material. photo: Mo Jackson 



Nick heads for London 

Marlow vicar, the Revd Nick Molony, will journey to 
London during Holy Week, with no money and no change 
of clothes, recording his experiences along the way. 
Churches in Marlow hope his trip will inspire their con- 



on a wing and a prayer 

gregations to imagine Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and focus 
on what Kingdom issues mean today. 

Nick has promised to update DOOR readers on his find- 
ings when he returns. 




Partis College 

Patron: The Right Reverend Peter B. Price Bishop of Bath and Wells 



Individual accommodation for Anglican women within a charming 09 setting on the outskirts of BATH 

Details and application form from the Bursar: 

Lt Col Bob Siderfin, The Violet Wills Wing, Partis College, Newbridge Hill, Bath BA1 3QD 
Telephone: 01225 421532 Email: partiscoll@aol.com 

(Registered Charity No 200606) 





2 



THE DOOR : APRIL 2007 



News 



In brief 



Working together on The Spirit of the Act 




MUSICIAN Ben Okafor (left) has agreed to 
be ‘Artist in Residence’ for an exciting joint 
project by the Diocesan Committee for 
Racial Justice and Board for Social 
Responsibility. 

Called ‘The Spirit of the Act’ the project 
aims to ensure discussions and actions on 
contemporary slavery are not forgotten once 
the March 2007 commemorations of the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade Act are over, 
and reminds us that we must act on those 
things that enslave us in the UK today, if we 
are not to be complicit. 

A series of events around the diocese are 



planned in host venues such as schools and 
churches, and will involve people from the 
surrounding community in various art forms 
which will culminate in a concert showcas- 
ing their achievements. 

Okafor and a colleague will facilitate the 
creative processes such as lyric writing, 
drama and musical performance. 

Diocesan Racial Justice Adviser; Raj Patel 
says: ‘We will want to see a series of out- 
comes that will show that our own freedom 
from those things that enslave us is inextri- 
cably tied with our seeking the freedom of 
others. It promises to be an exciting project.’ 



Trident - campaign will go on 

(...cont) The Archbishop of Canterbury has also spoken out 
strongly against upgrading Trident. In February’s General 
Synod Trident debate he said he does not believe there is a 
case for the moral acceptability of nuclear weapons. 

However, the Rt Revd Michael Nazir Ali, Bishop of 
Rochester, is in favour of retaining a minimum nuclear deter- 
rent. He is quoted as saying that he believed ‘Trident was a 
small price to pay for the security on which many other social 
goods depended’. 

Synod’s final resolution, was against the upgrading and 
called on Christian people to make an informed contribution 
to the issues raised in the report ‘The Future of Trident’ in the 
light of Christian teaching about Just War. 

Mr Partridge believes that the recent parliamentary debate 
will have increased public awareness of the nuclear issue, and 
that with greater public pressure there is still a chance for the 
decision to be overturned. 

He said: ‘Nuclear armament has been a sleeping giant in the 
public consciousness for a number of years, but this debate 
and increased media attention is waking people to the enor- 
mity of the dangers facing us. CANA will definitely keep cam- 
paigning and believe we will now be joined by many others.’ 

Robin Baker from the Well Community at Willen is a 
spokesman for the Bucks (MK) campaign group, which also 
protested at Faslane recently. He said: ‘We are utterly 
opposed to the replacement of a weapon which cannot be 
morally or logically used. The campaign will continue’. 



Mary leaves Cathedral 

CHRIST Church Cathedral 
Precentor, the Revd Mary 
Bide, is saying goodbye to 
the diocese at Easter as she 
leaves to take up a position 
as Team Rector at St Mary’s 
Church in Wimbledon. 

She will be installed in 
Wimbledon on 5 May. 

Mary has been Precentor 
since 2003 and says she will 
miss life at the Cathedral, 
which has been ‘hugely inter- 
esting’, but is looking for- 
ward to the new challenges 
that a city parish will bring. 

As Precentor Mary’s main 
role has been to prepare the 
worship for any service in 
the Cathedral. Her duties 
have included liaising with 
the organist Stephen 
Darlington and the choir 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of the 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01844 840285. 




about the music. 

She also liaises with organ- 
isers for special services, and 
stage manages the events. 
And she sings as Cantor at 
Evensong. 

As the DOOR went to 
press a successor had not yet 
been announced. 
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Bishop John 
update... 

THE next stage in the 
process in the installation of 
the Rt Revd John Pritchard 
as the next Bishop of 
Oxford takes place on 23 
March at 5 pm with a 
Confirmation of Election 
service at St Mary !e Bow 
Church, Cheapside, in 
London. 

Bishop John will officially 
begin his ministry in the 
Oxford diocese on 8 June 
after his Inauguration 
Service at Christ Church 
Cathedral. 

Among the first of his 
duties will be a series of 
deanery visitations in June 
where he will meet many 
clergy and church members. 

The visitations begin on 
1 1 June at St Helen’s 
Church, Abingdon, then 12 
at Dorchester Abbey; 13 at 
All Saints, High Wycombe; 
18 at Holy Family, 

Blackbird Leys; 25 at 
Reading Minster; 26 at St 
Mary’s, Banbury, 27 at SS 
Peter and Paul, Buckingham 
and 28 at St John The 
Baptist, Windsor. All are at 
7.30pm. 



Thank you to 
parishes and 
their treasurers 

A LATE surge in Parish Share 
payments in December and 
January avoided what 
looked like being a substan- 
tial deficit for 2006. 

Although some deaneries 
lost their rebates last year by 
not paying in full (and on 
time) the eventual shortfall 
against budget was £40,000, 
equal to what one moderate- 
sized parish pays. 

Parishes in the Oxford 
Archdeaconry achieved their 
best result in over a decade. 

Brian "Newey, Chair of 
the Board of Finance, told 
the March meeting of 
Diocesan Synod: ‘I particu- 
larly want to say how grate- 
ful I am to parishes and 
treasurers in all parts of the 
diocese who worked so hard 
and persuasively to bring in 
such a good Parish Share 
result once again. It is a very 
important achievement’. 

In a final pledge on future 
Share increases he conclud- 
ed: ‘I’d much rather collect 
the Share that’s due, with the 
lowest possible increases, 
than ask for higher amounts 
that we can’t achieve.’ 



Maintaining faith - help for volunteers 

FREE practical training courses for volunteers from all faith 
communities who care for fisted places of worship are being 
offered by The Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings 
(SPAB), supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 

32 annual courses are being planned nationwide. Venues 
confirmed so far include Bristol, Chippenham, Portsmouth, 
Guildford and London. 

For details call S0AB on 020 7377 1644, or go to 
www.spab.org.uk 



Piloting land registration 

Bv Pam Rolls, Diocesan Land Registration Administrator 
A LAND registration pilot project has begun in the deaneries 
of Aston & Cuddesdon and Newbury in response to the Land 
Registration Act 2002, which requires that by 2012 every 
piece of land and property in England should be registered 
with the Land Registry in order to establish ownership. 

The registration of all church-owned land and property is 
going to be a complex and expensive task. In the Oxford dio- 
cese alone there are more than 600 parishes each with at least 
one item of the following: Churches and churchyards; 
detached burial grounds; parsonage Houses; glebe lands; 
glebe buildings; car parks; schools; church halls; other trust 
properties; and church associated property such as Vicar and 
Churchwardens’ Trusts 

Leases of seven years or more must be registered (preferably 
with the tenant’s name), and those of between three and seven 
years noted in the registration documentation. 

The diocese has already been registering some glebe and 
other properties, and is now beginning work on parochial reg- 
istrations. In the pilot deaneries we will work through each 
benefice systematically and hope to complete the registration 
of all land and property during 2007. 

I have been recruited to co-ordinate the project through- 
out the year, and I am working to find out as much as possi- 
ble about the land and property holdings for each parish 
and trying to track down deeds or other proof of ownership. 

The success of the project will help determine the best way 
of undertaking property registration across the diocese. 
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Feature 



The path of 
pilgrimage 

'Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask 
for the ancient path, where the good way 
lies; and walk in it, and find rest for your 
souls' . Jeremiah 6: 1 6 



YOU can walk on it, 
dance, sing and 
silently pray or med- 
itate. Today you can 
even do it virtually, 
on the internet. I'm 
talking, of course, 
about the labyrinth, 
which has a long 
established spiritual 
history as a central 
focus for prayer and 
worship, and is cur- 
rently undergoing something of a revival in 
popularity in the Christian community. 

Over the last decade in Britain there have 
been labyrinths offered in conjunction with 
traditional styles of worship in places such as 
Liverpool and Peterborough Cathedrals, and 
for individual spiritual use at Christian 
Retreat Centres and festivals such as 
Greenbelt. 

Here in the Oxford diocese a new 
Labyrinth has just arrived at the vicarage 
home of the Revd 
Sally Welch who plans 
to offer it as a resource 
for local churches to 
use as part of regular 
worship, or as a spe- 
cial worship event. 

Measuring 24ft in 
diameter, the Reading 
Area Labyrinth is 
painted onto a one-piece octagonal canvas, 
and is a replica of one of the most famous in 
the world - that inlaid into the stone floor of 
Chartres Cathedral in France back in 1211. 

Sally, rector of the Benefice of Cherbury 
with Gainfield, will travel with the labyrinth 
to explain and direct its use. She is a qualified 
labyrinth facilitator, having recently trained 
at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco under 
the Revd Dr L Artress, a world labyrinth 
expert and founder of the international 
labyrinth organisation Veriditas. 

She admits that she herself was 'deeply 
sceptical' when she first walked a labyrinth 
on a pilgrimage holiday in France, and so was 
surprised to find the experience very moving: 

'It goes against my personality for a start in 
that it is circuitous, so you can't look ahead, 
and I love forward planning. But there is only 
one route and as I walked, even though my 
family were around me, I began to pray and 
focus and experience a deep sense of peace. 

'It’s a form of discipline to follow the path 
to the centre and follow it out again. I just 
found it was a wonderful experience, and a 
reminder that if we trust the path God has 
given us and follow it faithfully, we will end 
up where he wants us to be.' 

Labyrinth walkers generally agree that it is 



a mystical experience. The journey in to the 
centre for shedding and calming, then at the 
central rose there is a time for stillness, 
prayer and contemplation (a time to be with 
God), before re-connecting with our sur- 
roundings as we follow the path back out. 

Dr Artress in 1995 wrote: 'It is a sacred 
journey, a holy path which in its threefold 
structure of journey inward, centre and jour- 
ney outwards again has been given the status 
of ritual, through “purgation, illumination, 
union”.' In 2003 Tarrant and Dakin wrote 
that the labyrinth had a symbolic ability to 
facilitate 'essential communication between 
human beings and God'. 

Sally sees it also as a tool for churches to 
use not just for their regular congregations, 
but to reach out to people beyond: 

'As with prayer stations, the labyrinth has 
enormous potential as a way of enabling the 
unchurched, and people on the fringes of the 
church, to engage with their spirituality in a 
non-threatening environment.' 

She explains that, although the labyrinth 
has deeply Christian 
roots, developing in 
the 12 century as a 
substitute for pilgrim- 
age to Jerusalem after 
the Crusades made 
travel difficult and 
dangerous, it links 
very well with con- 
temporary culture, 
making it accessible to everyone; 

'There are as many different uses as there 
are people. Whether someone comes with the 
intention of working through a problem and 
moving towards a solution, to connect with 
their spirituality, or just to spend time with 
God, the sacred geometry of the labyrinth 
seems to have a profound effect.' 

Sally and her labyrinth will travel to any 
church in her area that has space for the 24ft 
canvas plus room for people to enter and exit 
the labyrinth. Two members of the hosting 
community will be needed to help set up the 
area and manage the space. 

The labyrinth can be used as part of regu- 
lar worship or as a special worship event, and 
can be offered at lunchtimes and reflection 
times on retreats or during workshops. 

Sally will also give a dedicated labyrinth 
workshop or presentation for up to 20 peo- 
ple, including a talk, walking the labyrinth, 
and a time for processing and reflection, 
which can be adapted for a full day, half day 
or evening. 

For more details and costs email Sally on 
benefice@gotadsl.co.uk or call Sally on 01865 
821215. Or for more information on labyrinths 
see www.labyrinth.org 




'it was a wonderful experience, 
and a reminder that if we trust 
the path God has given us and 
follow it faithfully, we will end up 
where he wants us to be. 1 




The Grace Cathedral Labyrinth Photo courtesy of Grace Cathedral San Francisco 



ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 




• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact:- The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, OX1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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its own and after a period in “intensive 
care” is now getting ready to take the first 
steps on the road to recovery. 



Huge Improvements 

St Luke’s will be welcoming patients to the 
refurbished Hospital from March 200/. While 
many things will have changed some of the 
achievements of the old Hospital just can’t be 
bettered: the fact that MRSA never developed or 
that we had the lowest wound infection rate of 
any Hospital in London , We would like to think 
that the spirit of the place will not change either - 
l he caring staff with the time to listen is a 
mainstay of the St Luke’s experience and that wilt 
< mi airily be a constant. As will good food cooked 
lii'in licsh every day and the peaceful I 
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The Hospital reopens with more single rooms, 
better disabled access and a new low carbon 
heating system. We are also opening a second 
theatre that will be used for day case and minor 
procedures while the main theatre has been 
rebuilt to allow major operations that we 
haven’t performed before to become part of 
the new routine. 

f'J I) S II f£ ■) 0 II s 

St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy survives thanks 
to the support of over 200 of the leading 
surgeons in the country. They continue to provide, 
free of charge, medical support to the Anglican 
Communion donating over 4,000 consultations a 
year and 1,000 operations on Clergy from within 
the Communion. Without their support the 
Hospital could not continue. 

St Luke's Hospital 
for the Clergy 

has thrived for the last 100 years and with your 
help it can look forward in confidence to the 
next century of helping those who do so much 
to help others. 







*•*■/ your 
d 11 a rj your 

It could also not survive without the regular" 
injections of life giving money that parishes 
provide. As we approach the end of our 
development we need that support more than 
ever. The charity remains £850,000 short of its 
target for the development appeal and at this 
point we are asking parishes to support us in our 
centenary year. Whatever you can provide will be 
most genuinely welcomed and put to very good 
use. If you can help, please write to John Cherry, ' 
St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy 
Square, London WiT 6AH. 






With your help 

A donation of: 

£100 can provide two sets of bedding for the ward 
£200 for an echocardiogram 
£500 will allow us to purchase two pulse oximiters 
for use in theatres and recovery. 



Can you help us meet our 
shortfall of £850,000? 

Yes, l/we would like to make a donation towards the costs of 
St. Luke’s Refurbishment Programme. 

Full name (Mr / Mrs / Ms): 

Address: 



. Postcode. 



I enclose a cheque/postal order for £ 

(made payable to St. Luke’s Hospital) 

or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Charity Card no. (please delete as applicable) 



Switch users only 
Issue no: 



Expiry date: 



Valid from: 



Card ID no*: 



* The last 3 digits of 
the number printed 
on the signature 
strip on the back of 
your card 



Signature: 



Date: 



Your gift can be worth even more to us. Please sign the Gift Aid declaration below so that we can claim an extra 28% from the 
inland Revenue at no extra cost to yourself. 



Please note that in order for us to reclaim tax you must pay an amount of income tax and/or capital gains 
tax at least equal to the tax that we reclaim on your donation in the tax year. 



*the enclosed donation of £ and 

*all the donations that I make from the date of this declaration until I notify otherwise (*delete as appropriate) as Gift Aid donations. 

Signed: Date: 

Please post to: St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WiT 6AH Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax: 020 7383 4812. 



For more information visit www.stlukeshospital.org.uk Registered Charity No. 209236 



Thank you to readers of The Door 
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People & places _ 



A job 
well done 

MEMBERS of Diocesan 
Synod took time out from 
the day's business in March 
to offer thanks to the 
Bishop of Dorchester, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, for his 
work as Acting Bishop of 
Oxford during the interreg- 
num. 

A tribute from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
was heard, recognising the 
difficulties faced with a long 
interregnum and the excel- 
lent work of Bishop Colin 
and Senior Staff. 

Flowers and praise 

ENJOY a flower festival in 
Aldermaston's St Mary the 
Virgin from 26-28 April 
with a Praise Service at 
10.45am on the Sunday. 

Vigil at The Well 

THERE will be an all-night 
vigil on Holy Saturday at 
The Medicine Wheel in the 
Peace Park at The Well in 
Willen beginning at 6.30pm 
focusing this year on slavery. 



Riddle Corner 

The answer to last months riddle is detailed below: 

If there were 370 sweets to the nearest 10, then the number 
of sweets in the bag must be 365, 366, 367, 368, 369, 370, 
371, 372, 373 or 374. 

The only one of these numbers numbers that is divisible 
by 3 and 4 is 372. 

We received more entries than ever before - 
thank you to all the number crunchers among you! 

Apologies to those of you who thought that the box/bag 
container for the sweets was the conundrum. I checked the 
original and we’d used the exact wording, but it was the 
numbers, not the words, that posed the problem. 

The winner is Joy Tobler of Hazlemere, Bucks. 
Congratulations, your prize (Editor’s choice of book has 
been posted to you). 

We also wanted to mention Matthew Hayden who sent in 
the correct answer and is 10 years old (our youngest 
contestant to date, as far as we know) - there’s something 
in the post for you too Matthew! 

This month’s Riddle 

What would you add to nine to make six? 

Answers on a postcard please, to: 

Door Riddles, 4th Floor, Central House, 

142 Central Street, London, EC IV 8AR 



Put your best foot forward for charity 




SIGN up to get your family fit 
this summer with The 
Children’s Society’s Footsteps 
for Childhood walks. 

The walk in Oxford on 16 
June is one of six around the 
UK, and all money raised will 
go directly to the charity. Call 
0845 300 1128 for details. 



Worship and tea 

THE Dean and Chapter of 
Christ Church Cathedral are 
once again inviting parishes 
in the diocese for tea and 
worship. 

The scheme runs through- 
out the year and offers 
parishes the option of 
Communion by their own 
priest, followed by picnic 
lunch and a guided tour, or 



at the Cathedral 

tours with afternoon tea and 
Choral Evensong. 

All parishes should have 
received a booking form 
detailing the options. 

The Very Revd Nicholas 
Coulton, sub-dean at the 
Cathedral, said he hopes 
parishes will take up the 
offer of a visit, which last 
year were much enjoyed. 



Commemorating Newton in Olney 

A WEEKEND of commemoration takes place in Olney, Bucks, 
on 28 and 29 April, marking the bicentenary of John 
Newton’s death and the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act. 

The programme includes a series of talks, history and a 
rousing concert in the parish church. Jonathan Aitken will 
share material from his forthcoming biography of Newton. 

For more information and to book contact Sue Whyte on 
01234 711516. 



The bells are ringing at Winkfield 




THE Reverend Richard Neill and the church community at 
historic St Mary’s Church, Winkfield enjoyed a visit from 
HRH The Duke of York on 23 February when he re-opened 
the bell tower after extensive work costing £315,000. Funds 
were raised and the work done in just two years. 

Prince Andrew was greeted by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant 
of Berkshire, The Mayor and Mayoress of Bracknell Forest, 
the Deputy Chair of Winkfield Parish Council and Reverend 
Neill. He viewed the church and tower and met bellringers, 
specialist contractors, donors, key parishioners and local chil- 
dren. An impromptu walkabout and the unveiling of a com- 
memorative plaque rounded off his visit. 

A short service of celebration followed and then ... 
Champagne and canapes! It was a suitable high on which to 
end the day, knowing St Mary’s will stand firm for many more 
centuries. 



Christian artists on display 




DON’T miss the exhibition of Modern Christian Art, on 
show from 22 April to 9 June at St Michael at the North Gate 
and the Wesley Memorial Church. Organised by Churches 
Together in Central Oxford, it will feature 42 original paint- 
ings from some of the biggest names in post war British paint- 
ing, including Heron, Gill, Sutherland and Oxfordshire’s own 
Nicholas Mynheer. There will be lectures supporting the exhi- 
bition and school workshops. 



A Heart in My Head 

A biography of the Rt Revd 
Richard Harries, former 
Bishop of Oxford, has been 
published by Continuum 
Books. 

Written by John S Peart- 
Binns, 'A Heart in My Head 7 
looks at the man behind the 
very public life of the bish- 
op. From a 'rather bleak 
childhood 7 to the realisation 
of his calling which steered 
him away from an Army 
career, to his 'golden years 7 
as a parish priest and even- 
tually his 19 years as Bishop 
of Oxford, broadcaster, 
writer and campaigner. 

Priced £20, the book is 
available from Times Books 
First, 0870 1608080, or 
Continuum on www.continu- 
umbooks.com 



School help available 

Children from the Reading 
and Newbury area could 
benefit from the generosity 
of an 18 Century benefactor. 
John West set up an educa- 
tional charity to enable chil- 
dren from the area to attend 
Christ's Hospital school in 
Horsham, West Sussex; a 
co-educational independent 
school. 

To find out more, see 
www.christs-hospital.org.uk 



Be Quiet! 

Learn to lead a 'quiet day 7 
on a special course by BRF 
at Highmoor Hall in Henley 
on Thames on 20 April. 

The day will be led by Ann 
Persson, an experienced 
leader of quiet days and 
retreats and BRF trustee. 
Lunch is included in the 
£22.50 cost of the day, 
which lasts from 9.45am to 
4pm. For details, call BRF 
Events on 01865 319700, 
email events@brf.org.uk or 
see www.brf.org.uk 



J L Eco-column 



8 FEBRUARY gave children one day of 
fun in the snow this winter. Schools closed 
because teachers couldn't get there. 60 
years ago snow fell somewhere in England 
every day from 22 January to 17 March. 
At an Oxford primary school that year 
classes took turns learning to skate on a 
frozen tennis court every day for three 
weeks. What experience of snow will 
today's youngsters have over the next 60 
years? Climate change could either make 
snowmen even rarei^ or the already accel- 



erating melting of the Arctic and the 
Greenland ice-cap could stop the Gulf 
Stream, making winters even colder as 
well as flooding the Thames estuary. Will 
their parents' generation reduce their car- 
bon footprint right now for the sake of 
their children's longer-term future? 

Driving less and/or smaller cars? Much is 
made of carbon offsetting - paying a little 
bit extra to compensate for the carbon 
emitted - when what is needed is to reduce 
the carbon used. Otherwise we are back 
into the days before the Reformation 
when rich Christians bought indulgences 
so that they could sin with impunity. How 
about consciously deciding to fly less or 
not at all by signing the Flight Pledge 
www.flightpledge.org.uk 

Canon Christopher Hall 
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God in the life of . . . 

Winning others to Christ 



I still have a fond attachment to a pocket-sized, burgundy-coloured Bible given to me 
and my classmates by the Gideons when I was at secondary school. Countless other 
people have found encouragement, inspiration and comfort from a Gideons Scripture, 
picked up and read for whatever reason in a hotel, hospital, or even the dentist's wait- 
ing room. But who are the people behind the Bibles? Sally Jarman tracked down 
Stephen Page, chairman of the South Oxfordshire branch of Gideons International, to 
find out what it means to be a modern day Gideon. 



ASKING Stephen Page about his introduction to the Gideons, 
I somehow didn't expect his answer to be 'through school, 
when I was 11, just like you'. But it is from brief encounters 
like these, in places as diverse as schools, to prisons to cruise 
liners, that he says many thousands of people have come to 
know God. And it is this that inspires him still in his work 
with the association. 

The story of the Gideons began in Wisconsin in 1898, 
where two travelling salesmen were asked to share a room 
because their hotel was overbooked. One saw the other read- 
ing his Bible and soon they were reading and praying togeth- 
er and decided to start an association of Christian travelling 
businessmen. Not surprisingly, given the origin of the associ- 
ation, the first Bibles were placed in hotels to which the men 
travelled. They were left, then as now, without fanfare, in the 
belief that men and women should be able to find God in a 
non-confrontational way, when they were ready and want to 
take time to hear God for themselves. 

Today Gideons place scriptures all over the world - 2.1 
every second of every day to be precise! In the UK alone each 
year more than 847,833 Bibles are distributed. And although 
they are left anonymously, inside each one are contact details 
of the national office. 



Today Gideons place scriptures all over the 
world - 2.1 every second of every day to be 
precise! 



Stephen says: 'We get lots of messages from people telling 
how they have been blessed by a Gideon Bible, and some 
requesting help. They bear testimony to the way His love and 
care are revealed to people'. 

He recalls one email from a man who wrote: 'Although a 
Christian for 23 years, I went through a very bad patch a 
while ago and one night, having given up on God, he came to 
me to bring me back to him. I was on a cruise liner. 
Fortunately there was one of your Bibles in the side locker. I 
took it, held it to me for all I was worth, and then God took 
me through some Scriptures.' 

He is touched, also, by the effect on many young people 
when the association visits schools and colleges, just as he 
himself experienced. Already a Christian since exactly June 
18, 1969, in Weston-super-Mare when he was six, and in a 
committed Brethren Assembly family (later Baptist as it had 
more activities to offer a growing family), the Gideon visit 
nevertheless had an effect on him: 'It made a great impact on 
my life... over time quite a number of my friends gave their 
lives to the Lord and the Gideon Testaments really did play a 
part in opening the door to their conversions.' 

Later, as an adult working away from home and family he 
felt called to become involved: ‘In my previous job as a 
Machine Vision Engineer, too many weeks of the year were 
spent working in the United States. Having left a young fami- 
ly at home, feeling sad and downcast, on many occasions my 
heart was lifted on finding and reading from the Gideons 
Bibles found in my hotel room. The experience on many occa- 
sions of God's word touching my life in this way, convinced 
me of the value of this ministry. It's about scattering the-seeds 
of God's word through the world, to change lives and commu- 
nities for the better.' 

Employed now as a Principal Engineer for a healthcare 
company based in Witney, with three teenage children, 



Stephen is actively involved at Faringdon Baptist Church as a 
Deacon (officer), worship leader and Youth Worship Band 
leader. But he says also being a Gideon helps take his view of 
life beyond the local challenges of family, church and town, to 
a much larger world view: 

'The image of footprints in the sand, of God carrying us 
during the time when we needed him, paints a beautiful pic- 
ture of the God we love to serve, who reaches out and cares 
for people where they are struggling. 

'For me it's important that as Gideons we go to places of 
mainstream life and place God's word for people to find help 
in times of need, in places such as schools, hospitals, cruise 
ships, prisons, and with nurses, doctors and the armed and 
emergency services.... It's a joy being in fellowship with and 
working together with a quarter of a million other Gideons 
and their wives across the world, in giving more than 65 mil- 
lion scriptures a year to achieve the Great Commission and 
our stated Mission of reaching 
men, women, boys and girls 
with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.' 

So how does his ministry fit 
into the family's week? He 
says: 'Practically it requires 
having evenings free for the 
monthly branch meeting and 
prayer meetings, and time for 
carrying out the duties of the 
post we hold, which could be 
anything from website officer, 
monitoring our websites, to 
International Officer prepar- 
ing summary information for 
prayer in relation to our regu- 
lar City Bible Blitz where hun- 
dreds of thousands of Bibles 
are distributed over a couple 
of weeks.' 

As with any voluntary asso- 
ciation, members can choose 
how far to be involved, but 
Stephen says his own experi- 
ence has been that ‘the more 
we gives, in terms of time and 
energy, the more rewards we 
experience’. 

Uppermost though, he con- 
cludes, 'the greatest blessing 
comes in hearing testimonies 
of lives touched and changed 
as a result of reading God's 
word. 

‘No other book on our 
planet can offer hope of eter- 
nal life and forgiveness of sin 
as demonstrated in the life, 
death, and resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

To learn more about the 
Gideons International, or to 
enquire about having a speaker 
visit your church, please contact 
our National Office through our 
website at www.gideons.org.uk. 




Stephen Page, Chairman of the South Oxfordshire branch of the 
Gideons 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0113 973 4801 



VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 



ORGANIST 

AVAILABLE TO DEPUTISE 

North Bucks/Oxfordshire 

Reliable, experienced & qualified 
Sundays - weddings - funerals 

01296 670700 



Les Gacheries - La Dordogne 

Designed just for two. 

Three comfortable, one bed roomed gites in the peaceful, 
relaxing Perigord Vert countryside. 

Warm and cosy in winter; stunning in summer. 
Relax by the pool or explore sleepy villages, bustling 
markets and nearby activities. 

Phone for a brochure: 

0033(0)5 53 91 99 32 
or see more at 

www.lesgacheriesgites.iowners.net 



FREE READER SERVICE 

Advertise household articles for sale or donation in The Door, or send personal messages of 
congratulations or sympathy tp friends and family - for free! Simply fill in the form below and 
return it to us - we’ll do the rest. 



Name 



Address 

Post Code ..Telephone/Mobile .., 

Item, offer, description or message - up to a maximum of 20 words: 



Post to:* 

The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC1V 8AR 

Space is limited and is offered on a strictly first come, first served basis. 

This is a reader service and does not extend to business sales of any sort. 



8 



THE DOOR : APRIL 2007 



‘Soul’ music 



With songs of 

Ancient or modern - what’s your preference? 

Pictures may paint a thousand words, but there’s something about worship music that stirs the soul, evokes our deepest emotions and lifts 
our hearts to God. Songs of praise form a vital part of our communal worship, whether as part ot the liturgy or the service of a charismatic 
church. We asked two masters of worship music from our own diocese - one of the traditional genre and one modern - to tell us what 
inspires them to compose and play. 



Modern 



Bv Martvn Lavzell 



WORSHIP is man’s highest calling and his highest privilege. 
Jack Hayford in his book, Worship His majesty writes, ‘wor- 
ship may be possible without song, but nothing contributes 
more to it’s beauty, majesty, dignity, and nobility or to it’s ten- 
derness and intimacy.’ Christiana Rosetti states: ‘Heaven is 
revealed to us as the homeland of music’. 

There are 85 places in the bible where we are directed to 
sing or to make music to the Lord. I once heard someone say 
that if God says something once he means it, if he says it twice 
he really means it and if he says it three times then he really 
really really means it! 

From the Reformation of the 16th century to the youth 
awakening in the late 90’s, new songs have been the voice of 
a new move of God. As one writer puts it: ‘If we keep in step 
with the Spirit, we will always be singing new spiritual songs.’ 

Worship and Praise is the characteristic mark of every spir- 
itual renewal and often these new moves of God are charac- 
terised by new insights, new revelations, new encounters and 
new songs. 



'The new music creates disturbances making 
people act indecently and disorderly. The pre- 
ceding generation got along without it. It's a 
money making scam and some of these new 
music upstarts are lewd and loose/ 



Recently, a$ I stepped out of my shower one morning, the 
thought passed through my mind as to why the Bible never 
instructs us to sing an old song to the Lord. The psalmist is 
clear in his instruction to sing a new song to the Lord. That is 
not to say that we should do away with the great wealth of 
musical tradition, which has been harnessed in the church. I 
believe we are called to be wise stewards and bring out old 
treasures with the new. 

Similarly many times we are instructed to ‘remember’. In 
that sense writing new songs is about taking old truth and 
unchanging themes and expressing them in fresh ways. 

This is really what inspires me to write contemporary con- 
gregational worship songs. The fundamental things of the 
Gospel are unchanging but the expression will always need to 
keep changing in order to communicate and connect those 
truths with a new generation of worshippers. What appeals to 
one generation does not always translate to the next. 

Here is an extract from an American paper objecting to new 
trends in church music: 




photo courtesy of www.johncairnsphotography.co.uk 




‘There are several reasons for opposing it. One, it’s too new. 
Two, it’s often worldly, even blasphemous. The new Christian 
music is not as pleasant as the more established style. Because 
there are so many new songs, you can’t learn them all. It puts 
too much emphasis on instrumental music rather than godly 
lyrics. The new music creates disturbances making people act 
indecently and disorderly. The preceding generation got along 
without it. It’s a money making scam and some of these new 
music upstarts are lewd and loose.’ 

Sound familiar? This was in fact written by a pastor attack- 
ing Isaac Watts, writer of the famous hymn ‘When I survey the 
wondrous cross’ in 1723. 

The fundamental things of the Gospel are 
unchanging, but the expression will always need 
to keep changing in order to communicate and 
connect those truths with a new generation of 
worshippers. 



Of course there are issues concerning style etc but ultimate- 
ly I believe that in our sung worship we need to get a balance 
of content and engagement. It is important to have songs that 
stretch the mind (2 Corinthians 14:15). Hymns are wonderful 
examples of songs, which are full of wonderful content and 
rich doctrine. However great worship is not built purely on 
great content. We also needs songs of engagement which con- 
nect with our hearts and allow our spirits to soar. 

Music and song is a tremendously powerful tool which as 
Luther states has the power to ‘comfort the sad, subdue frivol- 
ity, encourage the despairing and humble the proud’. 

We have a great responsibility to use this tool wisely as we 
seek to touch a new generation for Christ and minister to the 
church body as a whole. 

Martyn Layzell, formerly of Soul Survivor ; is Worship Pastor 
at St Aldates, Oxford and is responsible for the oversight of 
the church’s 85 musicians. His CDs include Lost in Wonder 
and Turn My Face. 



Traditional 

THE success of our Saturday lunchtime concerts in St Mary’s 
Parish Church, Slough, are testament to the magic and power 
of music, of whatever genre, to move people; to speak to any- 
one regardless of class, religion and culture. 

Next year we will celebrate our 1000th concert - free musi- 
cal interludes in the midst of a busy weekend that regularly 



Good worship music should reflect and draw 
emotion in keeping with the wider service in 
which it is set, whether from a full-blooded 
anthem by Sebastian Wesley that fills the wor- 
ship space, giving you a real buzz, or something 
relatively simple 



attract 50 or more people and have artists from as far away 
as Austria and Japan queuing up to perform their work. The 
concert diary for this year ranges from jazz to classical to 
choral works, all at a very good standard. 

In worship, too, there is room for traditional and modern 
arrangements of the words that all serve to praise God. But 
my personal first love is for organ (French Romantic) and 
choral music; traditional worship music composed by masters 
such as Durufle, Louis Vierne, Dupre, and English composer 
Herbert Howells, who understood harmony and orchestra- 
tion. 

Good worship music should reflect and draw emotion in 
keeping with the wider service in which it is set, whether from 
a full-blooded anthem by Samuel Sebastian Wesley that fills 
the worship space giving you a real buzz, or something rela- 
tively simple. If it is successful it should hit the soul very 
deeply and make your hair stand on end. I think this is what 
the traditional hymns and music can do so well. 




photos of Malcolm and Reading Midweek Choir: David Butler 
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‘Soul’ music 
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praise 



There are good and bad as with any genre, but the wealth 
of songwriting and composing talent of our ancestors was 
phenomenal. 

The words of these traditional hymns, taken from the litur- 
gy also, for me, has great depth, and reflects a wider range of 
human states, retaining relevance and connections to our lives 
as we sing the words even centuries later. 

Although the hymns can sometimes seem more complicated 
or less joyful to sing than modern worship songs, they evoke 
the tradition and history of the liturgy. 

Think of the beauty of hearing psalms sung to a traditional 
arrangement, or the emotion of singing those historic words 
yourself. 

When I was asked by choir master David Butler 
to compose a piece for the introit in their 10th 
anniversary service in March, I based it on 
Psalm 47, x 0 Clap your hands together all ye 
people/ which was inspired by the commitment 
and joyfulness of the choir itself. 

I have been privileged for the last four years to play the 
organ for tjie Reading Midweek Choir at Reading Minster. 
The depth of emotion from the choral music sung in the min- 
ster or in other historic churches, cannot fail to make your 
heart sing. 

When I was asked by choir master David Butler to compose 
a piece of music for the introit in their 10th anniversary serv- 
ice in March I based it on Psalm 47, ‘O clap your hands 
together all ye people,’ which was inspired by the commit- 



ment and joyfulness of the 
choir itself and fitted them 
perfectly. 

Here at St Mary’s I’m 
delighted to say we still have a 
small choir, and the original 
Norman and Beard 1912 
organ is still in working order 
for our weekly and special 
services. 

The music I choose for our 
services is mainly traditional, 
following the liturgy. We do 
try to find a balance and 
sometimes go for more mod- 
ern arrangements and songs, 



Joyful commitment - the Reading Minster Midweek Choir at their 10th anniversary service 



but it requires the skill of the 

organist to adapt and enhance the basic harmony. 

Neither does this music play to the strengths of instruments 
like the organ with its huge range of tonal colours and sheer 
grandness. It is more suited to the guitar and electronic key- 
board which, though versatile lack, I believe, the effortless 
presence of the organ. 

As in many Church of England churches today, there is 
sometimes conflict between connecting with the younger 
members of the congregation and also the older members, 
musically. But I find it interesting that this isn’t always the 
case. On a number of occasions I’ve been asked for a particu- 
lar traditional hymn by a young person. I think all ages can 
find beauty and meaning in these compositions. 

My great sadness is that as church has become less of a 
weekly non-negotiable commitment, fewer young people are 



being exposed to and exploring traditional worship music 
through being part of a choir, or learning an instrument such 
as the organ. 

Peer pressure and the lure of band culture is understandable 
and inevitable, yet without new blood this wonderfully evoca- 
tive music could be relegated to occasional airings. This is our* 
heritage. We are the custodians of it and mustn’t let it disap- 
pear. 

Malcolm Stowell has been organist and choir master at St 
Mary's Church ; Slough for more than 20 years and is senior 
organist for the Reading Minster Midweek Choir. He works with 
the Herald Singers and Schola Cantorum Sancti Adigii and 
since 1998, he has also played the organ during the summer 
months at the Royal chapel, Windsor Great Park, for the Royal 
Family. 



Excitement on offer at today’s Bible colleges 

by Matthew Cresswell 



BIBLE COLLEGES attract people from all 
walks of life. Students range from 
undergraduates who want to explore a 
possible spiritual vocation, to clergy 
seeking to sharpen a specific area of their 
ministry. 

Bible colleges are traditionally different 
from theological colleges in that they are 
not SDecifically geared to training for 
ordin ition. Calvin Jones, of Belfast Bible 
College, says: “The^ tradition of Bible 
colleges is that it’s training for people who 
have a particular aim rather than for 
people who are just doing an arts degree: 
students tend to be equipping for 
service”. 

Many colleges have a mission-focused 
edge to them. Take, for example, Cliff 
College, based in the heart of the Peak 
District near Sheffield. In addition to 
offering a solid training in Old Testament, 
New Testament and Greek they have a 
particular emphasis on courses equipping 
students to reach out into a secular 
world. Courses include MAs, certificates 
and diplomas in subjects such as 
‘Leadership, Renewal and Mission’. 

Although originally Methodist, Cliff 
College also has a strong Anglican 
influence and current lecturers include the 
Bishop of Doncaster, the Rt Rev Cyril 
Ashton, and the Rt Rev John Finney. 

All Nations College in Hertfordshire is 
particularly aimed at engaging the gospel 
with different cultures and ethnic groups. 
For example, the college has a highly 
respected Islamic course for those who 
wish to reach out to Muslims and engage 
with the Koran. ^ 



time because I knew I was interested in 
working overseas,” she told me. 

“I wanted a better understanding of the 
Bible and in particular the Old Testament, 
as that was the part of the Bible I was 
least familiar with.” 

Now in her second term Fiona says it has 
been a real blessing. “I’ve completely 
loved it,” she said. “It’s really been above 
my expectations and it’s been challenging 
academically and given me space to 
focus on my personal walk with God.” 

The London School of Theology (LST), 
[previously London Bible College is an 
inter-denominational college with an 
incredible 45 nationalities, boasting as 
many different denominations. 

One student, Hannah Brown, in her first 
year of Theology, Music and Worship, 
shares how she has benefited from 
studying at LST. “It’s exciting to be 
studying something that I have a passion 
for, and I believe that God has a passion 
for too,” she says. “As I continue the 
journey I am slowly learning that I can 
trust God to lead me step by step.” 

Youth ministry is a growing area of church 
ministry and Bible colleges excel in 
offering students the chance to pursue 
this further. Regents Theological College 
in Cheshire, for example, runs a 
one-year-long undergraduate course 
devoted to this specific area of ministry 
called Serious4Youth Ministry. 

Bible Colleges are not simply ‘missionary 
factories’, but also function for people 
who want to nurture their faith before 
heading back into the 
workplace or home. 



Doctorate in Ministry 
(DMin) 

I f you are a minister or involved in Christian 
ministry of any kind and you are seeking 
to strengthen your skills in relating the 
practice of ministry with theology, then the 
Doctorate in Ministry is for you. 

Study in two departments at King’s College London 

The Doctorate is delivered by staff from both 
the Department of Theology & Religious 
Studies and the Department of Education & 
Professional Studies. The course is thus able to 
combine two areas of research and teaching and 
draws on both theology and the social sciences. 
Research may be supervised by staff from 
either department. Students can also draw on 
the extensive expertise available at King’s as 
a whole. 

Part-time, structured study with regular 
teaching contact 

The course is designed to take into account 
the needs of part-time students in full-time 
work. Due to both its structure and location 
in central London, the course draws students 
from across the UK who appreciate both the 
regular teaching contact time and the ability to 
participate in the learning community at King’s. 

For further information and full programme details visit 

www.kcl.ac.uk/education/courses/research/dmin.html 

For admissions information please contact the research 
programme officer: dmined@kcl.ac.uk, 0207 848 3129. 




K ING’S 

College 

LONDON 



First year student Fiona Morgan says of 
All Nations “I thounht about it for a lono 



University of London 
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View from here 



Feel the fear 



‘IF I'm afraid of 
something, I do 
it'. That's 
Madonna's phi- 
losophy. It is an 
enviable 'rule 
for living' to 
those of us who 
habitually 

structure our lives to avoid 
what we fear. It's also a 
poignant message for 
Easter. 

'What should I say, 
“Father save me from this 
hour?” No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to 
this hour.' These words of 
Jesus as he approached his 
Passion reveal the painful 
ambivalence with which he 
faced down the terrifying 
ordeal of physical torture 
and death. I'm sure it was- 
n't the first time he'd been 
afraid, but it was probably 
the most acute. 

In his now famous inau- 
guration speech in 1994 
Nelson Mandela said, 'Our 
deepest fear is not that we 
are inadequate. Our deep- 
est fear is that we are pow- 
erful beyond measure. It is 
our light, not our darkness 
that most frightens us... We 
were meant to shine as 
children do. We were bom 
to make manifest the glory 
of God within us. It is not 
just in some of us, it is in 
everyone....' 

Most of us five most 
immediately with the spec- 
tre of the things we can't 
do. This is the territory 
that we rule 'out of 
bounds' to ourselves for 
fear of failure. We stick to 
doing the things we can 
do, and do them to the 
best of our ability, in order 
to maintain our self-esteem 
and keep going. 

Mandela knew that self- 




by 

Alison Webster 



esteem and pride 
in self-identity 
had been system- 
atically under- 
mined in a whole 
generation of his 
people. 

Rebuilding a just 
and equal society 
after apartheid wasn't (and 
isn't) just about ensuring 
equal services for all, but 
about facilitating a regen- 
eration of self-worth 
amongst millions of people 
who, from birth, had 
received the message, 'you 
are nothing'. 

There are communities 
in every nation, including 
our own, that have become 
imbued with a similarly 
denigrated sense of self, 
through a myriad of inter- 
connecting forces. Mandela 
knew that personal and 
social change would come 
through telling new and 
creative stories to replace 
the destructive old ones, 
and from 'living as though' 
things were different and 
the kingdom of self-belief 
had already come. 

We become who we are 
not simply through facing 
down the big life-and- 
death fears, but also incre- 
mentally by engaging with 
the smaller ones. Every 
time we do something for 
the first time it's difficult 
and scary, but deep down 
we know that growth 
comes through feeling the 
fear and doing it anyway. 
These are the small steps 
towards becoming who we 
were created to be. 

Have a scary Easter. 



Alison Webster is the Social 
Responsibility Adviser for 
Oxford Diocese 



fMorriV Nou/C The Revd Danf, y w *9nall, 

WlCiyj liwWJ Asociate Vicar, Christ Church on 

Long Furlong Congregation, 
Abingdon Deanery, is to be Vicar, St Stephen's Shottermili, Godaiming, 
Guildford Diocese; The Revd David Foster, Team Vicar, High Wycombe 
Team Ministry (St Andrews, Hatters Lane), is to be Training Officer 
CME & Lay Development, Manchester Diocese; The Revd Gerry 
Foster, Curate, Christ Church Flackwell Heath, is to be Associate Vicar, 
St Mary Magdalene, Ashton on Mersey with Sale West, Chester 
Diocese; The Revd Philip Sutton, Chaplaincy Manager, Royal United 
Hospital, Bath, Diocese of Bath and Wells, is to be Team leader, 
Chaplaincy at John Radcliffe; The Venerable Sheila Watson, 
Archdeacon of Buckingham, is to be Archdeacon, Diocese of 
Canterbury; The Revd Philip Ball, Team Rector, Bicester with 
Bucknell, Caversfield and Launton, is to be Rector, SS Peter and Paul, 
Abington, Peterborough Diocese; The Revd David Jackson, Vicar, St. 
Hugh's (Banbury Group Ministry), is to be Vicar, Deddington, St. 
Francis, Banbury Group Ministry. 



Back to church 
Sunday - is back! 

Back to Church Sunday's success rests on a 
simple concept: there are lots of people out 
there wanting to come to church, they just want 
inviting. This year, churches across the Oxford 
diocese are invited to join thousands of others 
around the UK on Sunday 30 September, in giv- 
ing newcomers a warm welcome. Just sign up 
your church then invite your friends along. 




BY encouraging churches to try running 
'Back to Church Sunday' (BTCS) this 
year, the Diocese of Oxford is joining a 
growing movement. 

BTCS was first tried out in the 
Diocese of Manchester in 2004, encour- 
aged by the Bishop of Manchester 
because it fitted in with the diocese's 
vision of fostering a 'culture of invita- 
tion' in churches. 

That first year, an estimated 1600 
people responded to the invitation to 
come 'back to church'. Now the project 
is cascading through the C of E: this 
year, the dioceses of Birmingham, 
Blackburn, Chelmsford, Derby, 
Guildford, Hereford, Lichfield, 
Norwich, Oxford, Ripon &c Leeds, 
Sheffield, Southwark, Southwell & 
Nottingham and Wakefield are taking 
part. 

As the name suggests, the campaign is 
mainly (but not exclusively) aimed at 
people who have some connection with 
the church. To date, an estimated 7500 
people have come through the church 



doors again as a result. 

The reason why BTCS seems to work, 
according to Gillian Oliver who piloted 
the Manchester project, is that it is sim- 
ple and flexible: churches can tailor the 
day to their particular context. She says 
it helps to focus the minds of the con- 
gregation on the face they present to 
visitors. 'It's about being able to say 
those three phrases: “I'm going; it's 
going to be great; would you like to 
come, too?”' 

Canon Robin Gamble, Canon 
Evangelist of Manchester Cathedral, 
who was also involved from the start, 
describes BTCS as 'just about the easiest 
piece of evangelism' a parish church can 
do. 

'It plays to all our Anglican 
strengths,' he says. 'We are not good at 
going to the marketplace and shaking 
our tambourines and preaching, but we 
are a kindly, welcoming, relational peo- 
ple. We are involved in our local com- 
munity; we are great at caring for peo- 
ple; and we are involved in people's 



lives for the long term. 

'We tend to think we are Johnny-no- 
mates. But, in the average local commu- 
nity, there are loads of people who are 
well-disposed to the local C of E school 
and vicar. There are thousands of peo- 
ple out there who used to go to church 
somewhere.' 

A key question is whether people 
return the following week, and keep 
coming. Canon Gamble says: 'Your 
average church should be able to invite 
15 to 30 people. A lot may not come 
again, but you'll find that in two or 
three, something deep happens, and it's 
a matter of working on the relationship 
after that.' 

Sarah Meyrick is press officer for the 
Diocese of Oxford. Her article has also 
appeared in the Church Times 
www.churchtimes.co.uk For all the infor- 
mation on Back to Church Sunday and 
how to take part , go to 

www. oxford, anglican. org/backtochurch 
Closing date to sign up is 20th April. 
Speak to your vicar and PCC now! 



My story... 



If you have a story of unusual events or 
encounters that have affected your jour- 
ney in faith, write to us at the DOOR 



Red Kites and Responsibility: 
Ed O'Keefe is surprised to find 
answers to our environmental 
dilemmas in the Bible. 

WHEN I was first asked by my local 
church, St Leonard's in Eynsham, to 
do a talk on 'Christianity and the 
Environment', my first reaction was 
'Oh no!' 

Not only had I not done a talk at a 
church before, I felt that I knew a little 
bit about environmental issues and a 
little bit about Christianity but didn't 
believe the two could necessarily go 
together. In fact, the Christian 
approach to environmental issues was 
one of the reasons why I turned away 
from the church when I was a teenag- 
er. 

At that time I was passionate about 
all things environmental: recycling, 
pesticides, acid rain and saving the 
whale. And the Bible didn't seem to 
help me with anything I wanted to 
hear. Jesus didn't seem to have very 
much to say about how to save the 
planet, and there was no mention of 
pandas or re-using our shopping bags. 
It just wasn't relevant! 

How strange then that thanks to the 
impending, dreaded talk, I have com- 
pletely changed my mind. 



As research I spent a lot of time 
talking to friends, praying, looking on 
the internet and digging dusty old text 
books out of boxes in the attic. And 
gradually I began to see just how 
important the environment is to 
Christianity, and how stupid I have 
been in not looking for and listening 
to the strong Christian environmental 

In creation we have been given 
a special position as stewards 
of our environment, and with 
that position comes responsi- 
bility. 

message. 

Christians are not just jumping on 
the environmental bandwagon. It is 
right there at the beginning in our first 
reading in Genesis that the environ- 
ment, or creation, is God's and every- 
thing in it is good ...everything, very 
good, all of the time. 

What I think is one of the important 
message to us as Christians today, is 
that it's clearly easy to love the 'nice' 
bits of the environment, like pandas. 
Harder, perhaps when it comes to the 
less lovable parts like the naked mole 
rat, or even the malaria parasite? 

Even the Red Kite, that is so prized 
today, has had its ups and downs at 



the mercy of mankind. Seen as useful 
in medieval times it was given legal 
protection, only to be classed as ver- 
min in the 16th century and persecuted 
almost to extinction by the 18th centu- 
ry. Today, thankfully, it is once again a 
pleasing sight in our skies where it has 
been re-introduced. 

This is just one example of our 
responsibility and challenge not to 
'play God' with His creation, but to 
see His love in everything and to 
respond with that same love. In cre- 
ation we have been given a special 
position as stewards of our environ- 
ment, and with that position comes 
responsibility. 

We need to be good shepherds to 
every sheep in the flock, particularly 
those lost or in trouble, and to walk 
humbly with God and live considerate 
lifestyles demonstrating our unselfish 
love for others, human and otherwise. 

I was wrong that Christianity and 
the environment aren't linked. Now I 
know that with a bit more Christian 
understanding of God's amazing cre- 
ation, some forgiveness and a lot of 
dedicated practical demonstration of 
our faith, Christians can be one of the 
keys to man's salvation. 

Ed O'Keefe worships at St Leonard's 
Eynsham , Oxfordshire. 
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Letters 



to the editor 



Easter Surprise 



WENDY and I 

seem to have been 
a long time com- 
ing. It was 1 1 
December when 
the announcement 

was made and 

we're still not in 
Oxford. Although we will 
begin to make our move 
from Durham after Easter, 
it is not until 8 June, at my 
official inauguration at 
Christ Church Cathedral, 
that the starting pistol for 
my ministry here is official- 
ly fired. 

In a sense we are as frus- 
trated as everyone else has a 
right to be (but is too polite 
to say). Nevertheless, for a 
long time we've known it's 
going to happen. Which is 
more than can be said for 
the resurrection. No-one 
could say that was expect- 
ed. It came entirely out of 
left-field, crashing in from a 
new world, upsetting the 
mental furniture of every- 
one who came within 
range. 

Moreover, Easter isn't 
like the inevitable return of 
spring and the endless cycle 
of the seasons. I know it 
comes round each year in 
our calendars but this regu- 
larity is deeply deceptive. 
We mustn't ever take this 
extraordinary, soul-stretch- 
ing event for granted. We 
mustn't say 'I told you so.' 
Easter always has the qual- 
ity of a surprise present, 'a 
joy beyond the walls of the 
world,' as J.R.R.Tolkein 
called it. 

Easter breaks through the 
most resistant material. 
When a former Bishop of 



BY THE RT 
REVD JOHN 
PRITCHARD 



London, Mervyn 
Stockwood, was 
in Moscow over 
Easter, commu- 
nism still had an 
icy stranglehold 
on the country. 

He went to the 
hotel's hair salon because 
his electric razor was bro- 
ken. The hairdresser saw 
his episcopal cross and ring 
and asked if he was a bish- 
op. He said yes and the 
hairdresser took his cross 
and his ring and kissed 
them. She then raised the 
razor aloft, with the bish- 
op's beard still on it and 
announced joyfully to the 
rest of the salon: 'Alleluia. 
Christ is risen!' 
Whereupon, the other cus- 
tomers responded with 
equal fervour, 'He is risen 
indeed. Alleluia!' Holy 
Russia had reasserted her- 
self. 

This is the faith that we 
really must not try to 
domesticate. Our tempta- 
tion as human beings is to 
try and make surprising, 
unwieldy experiences, safe. 
We want to gain control 
over them so that they 
don't unnerve us or offend 
our desire for polite moder- 
ation. 

But Christ arrived from 
death without warning and 
without permission. He 
undermines our attempts to 
make religion safe. It's 
what some of our co-reli- 
gionists always feared - that 
God would get out of the 
box and cause untold trou- 
ble. 

But that's the way it is. 
Alleluia! 



Women bishops and Paul’s teaching; who is church?; slavery in this century 



Women bishops 

MR F.H.Flory of Amersham, 
in his March issue letter, is 
far too lenient to the 
Church of England. Quite 
apart from its ordaining 
women, I have myself fre- 
quently heard ministers 
praying that we should 
"faithfully serve, honour 
and humbly obey" a woman 
described as "our Queen 
and Governor", completely 
ignoring the due subordina- 
tion of women so properly 
brought out by Mr Flory, 
not to mention the explicit 
prohibition in 1 Tim 1:12 
against a woman "usurping 
authority over a man"_ 

I have also (to my shame) 
been a governor of a suppos- 
edly Church school where 
not only was the head 
teacher a woman, but so 
were her two colleagues - fly- 
ing straight in the face of the 
words in the same passage, 
4 'I suffer not a woman to 
teach". (Mr Flory is too 
lenient here as well, saying 
only that women should not 
teach men; "men" are not 
mentioned.) 

There are those who claim 
that "Queen" Elizabeth has 
been rather a good Head of 
State and that many women 
are just as good as men in 
schools and Sunday-schools, 
but that is not the point. The 
point is simply "what does 
God "(at least as understood 
by Mr F. H. Flory) "want". 
Richard Sturch 
Milton Keynes 

I am grateful to Mr F. H. 
Flory for drawing my atten- 
tion to the two verses on the 
position of women in the 
Church near the end of 
Chapter 1 of Paul’s second 
surviving letter to the church 
in Corinth. For a variety of 
reasons, neither are at all 
likely to have been from 
Paul. 

Firstly, they flatly contra- 
dict an earlier passage in the 
same letter arguing that 



when women pray or preach 
in church they should do so 
with their heads covered. 

Secondly, in the Greek 
particularly, these two verses 
neither follow on from the 
previous passage, which is in 
a quite different style, much 
less abrupt and with longer 
sentences, nor do they lead 
on to the next sentence, 
which follows on well from 
the earlier passage. 

John Peter Hudson 
Middleton Stoney, Oxfordshire 

WHEN quoting Paul and his 
instructions to churches, it 
must be remembered that for 
many social comments he 
makes, you can find him say 
the opposite elsewhere. 

His comments were 
addressed to a particular sit- 
uation in reference to partic- 
ular individuals and not nec- 
essarily referring to the glob- 
al church. So 1 Corinthians 
14, 34-35 tells women to be 
silent in church, but 1 
Corinthians 11, 5 says ' ... if 
any man... if any woman 
prays or prophesies (pro- 
claims God's message...)' 
This implies that Paul took it 
for granted that women held 
an equal place in the church 
life. 

Paul must be read in con- 
text, he did not condemn 
women to obscurity out- 
right. 

Maureen Davis 

New Marston, Oxford 

‘Proper’ Church 
WITH reference to Alison 
Webster's friends who 
queried whether Methodism 
was properly 'church' 
because it lacks a sense of 
awe and wonder, would she 
ask them how they would 
have fared in Colossae 
where the church met in 
Philemon's house? 

It is surprising that some 
Christians are still wonder- 
ing in the 21st century about 
who is church and who is 
not church, yet they by-pass 



Jesus' intimation to the 
women at the well in John 
chapter 4 which is splendidly 
illustrated in the following 
verse by an Anglican hymn 
writer: 

“Jesus where'er Thy people 
meet, 

There they behold Thy 
mercy - seat; 

Where'er they seek Thee, 
thou art found, 

And ev'ry place is hallowed 
ground.” 

James Wilson 

Reading 

Slavery in this century 
HAVING read the review of 
This Immoral Trade (March 
DOOR), I bought a copy. 
The fact that, in the year 
that we celebrate the 200th 
Anniversary of William 
Wilberforce’s Slave Trade 
Abolition Bill, there are still 
more than 27 million slaves 
shocked me. 

The most worrying fact in 
this excellent book was made 
manifest in Raj Patel’s review 
of it. I quote page 156 of the 
book: ‘Bonds of Ideology. 
Silence about the main ideo- 
logical justification of mod- 
ern slavery is largely con- 
nected with the unwilling- 
ness of many in the West to 
engage in a realistic public 
debate about the ideology 
promoted by modern 
Islamism, which still legiti- 
mates slavery. Also, there is 
often reluctance, in political 
or religious dialogue with the 
representatives of the Islamic 
world, to discuss a realistic 
account of Islamic ideologi- 
cal justifications of slavery 
over the last 1,400 years.’ 

Not once in Patel’s review 
did he mention the point, 
made time and time again in 
the book, that the vast 
majority of today’s slaves are 
captured, sold, bought and 
kept by Muslims, following 
Muhammad’s example and 
the clear teaching in the 
Qur’an which sanctions slav- 
ery. 



Why do we continue with 
this self-imposed censorship 
which prevents any criticism 
of Islam? 

The Revd G R Hargrove 

Flackwell Heath, High Wycombe 

A response from Raj 
Patel, Diocesan Racial 
Justice Adviser 
PLEASE let me assure you 
there is no self-imposed 
censorship which prevents 
me making criticism of 
Islam - or for that matter of 
Christianity. I have criti- 
cised and praised both 
Islam and Christianity fre- 
quently. In my brief review 
of this excellent and chal- 
lenging book I simply draw 
attention to religions in 
relation to their role in 
slavery. 

You helpfully point to the 
'Bonds of Ideology'. In this 
same section of the book 
there are six other 'Bonds' 
that are given similar treat- 
ment: Ignorance; Silence; 
Interest; Complacency; 
Complicity and 
Enslavement. Each have a 
significant gravity. 

I do hope that, like you, 
others are compelled to 
read the book and make 
their appropriate responses. 

I welcome the broad con- 
struction of slavery in the 
March edition of the DOOR 
but would like to encourage 
an even broader view of the 
slavery phenomena. 

Some years ago I heard the 
comments of the philoso- 
pher, Hegel; that at some 
level both persons in a rela- 
tionship will try to impose 
slavery on the other. 

I hope the many institu- 
tions pursuing inquiry into 
slavery, the trade and post- 
emancipation will suggest at 
a minimum that slavery need 
not involve two separate 
races. 

Mr M L Grey 

(Hon) Affiliated Scholar, 

History, Harvard Business 
School 






Multi-media 
m u sing s 

News and reviews past and present by 
Diocesan Webmaster, Phil Hind 



Email for life 

Have you ever had one of those emails that says, 'please update 
your address book because I have changed my email address 
from joebloggs@btinternet.com to joe.bloggs39@tiscali.co.uk'. 
If you're anything like me the first thing you probably do is stop 
and ask yourself "do I know this person?". Five minutes nearer 
the grave and you're back up to date... how much easier it would 
be if they always had the same email address. 

The solution is to get your own domain name and set up an 
email forwarding address (an 'alias') to point at your 'real' email 



address, the one you probably get with your Internet connection. 
Then, however many times you may change change your provider 
your public email address will remain the same, you Just update 
the forwarding each time. You may never want to have your own 
website but for less than a fiver per year you can spare yourself 
and your friends a lot of suffering. For example 
philip@hind.org.uk has at different times pointed to several dif- 
ferent real email addresses, but when someone picks up a faded 
copy of the door in twenty years time they'll still be able to con- 
tact me. It also means that I can offer everyone in my family 
their own personalised email address and I never have to update 
their entry in my address book. 

Bible by Text 

Text: Bible was launched in December 2006 and is a service 
where people can receive a portion of scripture straight to their 
mobile phone either everyday or once a week. Text the word 
BIBLE to 81025 and a Bible verse will be sent to your mobile 
phone Monday to Friday. Or you can text the word WEEKLY to 
81025 and a Bible verse will be sent to your phone once a week. 



It's free to sign up but costs 25p per text charged automatically 
through your phone bill. The company behind the project say all 
the proceeds go to supporting Christian projects. For more infor- 
mation visit www.textblble.co.uk 

Free web site hosting by the diocese 

About 85 parishes and other groups in the diocese have their 
websites hosted free by the diocese. We're expanding our provi- 
sion for parish and other websites so if you feel now Is the time 
to explore getting a website or you have one hosted elsewhere 
that you might like to move then please get in touch. If you don't 
have or don't want a website but would like to drive more visi- 
tors to you church remember that www.achurchnearyou.com 
contains an entry for your church already and you can easily 
update it with all the latest information about your church and 
parish activities. A Church Near You gets over 25,000 hits per 
week and is the first stop for many people looking for a church. 

If you need any help with web matters contact Philip Hind on 
01865 208262 or email webmaster@oxford.anglican.org 
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debate... 



Women bishops and mission 



Over the past few months the DOOR has explored the debate surrounding 
the ordination of women bishops from the theological perspective, the 
ecumenical and the practical. In this final part of our series, we hear 
two views on the possible impact of women bishops on mission - the mis- 
siological debate - from The Revd Ross Northing, Vicar of SSMary and 
Giles, Stony Stratford, and Dr Cathy Ross, Mission Interchange Adviser 
for the Church Mission Society (CMS). 



Proclaiming Christ’s gospel, not ours 



By the Revd Ross Northing 
CONSIDERING the ordina- 
tion of women to the episco- 
pate from a missiological 
perspective begs the ques- 
tions Whose Mission? and 
What is Mission? 

In reality the mission is 
God's. The Church is called 
to share in Christ's continu- 
ing mission of redemption by 
faithfully proclaiming His 
message, and provinces or 
local churches do not have 
the authority to decide what 
the message ought to be. 
Mission calls for fidelity to 
Christ and his Gospel. It is 
not ourselves that we preach 
but Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Concerning the ordination of 
women the Archbishop of 
Canterbury reminded the 
General Synod that for tradi- 
tionalists ‘the problem is not 
<Jne of opinion, it's rather of 
obedience. It's one of obedi- 



ence to scripture, or obedi- 
ence to the consensus of the 
Church Catholic.’ 

Mission calls for 
fidelity to Christ and 
his Gospel. It is not 
ourselves that we 
preach but Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 



From a missiological per- 
spective perhaps we ought to 
ask ourselves what those 
who have not accepted 
Christ as their Saviour make 
of this debate. It is said that 
ordaining women makes the 
Church more relevant to 
those outside the Church, to 
which I must ask: Does it? 
Much of what we do or say 
has little impact upon the 



lives of the overwhelming 
majority of the population 
and predictions that many 
would come flocking back to 
Church following the ordina- 
tion of women to the priest- 
hood have not proved true. 

In our land many have 
become deaf to the Gospel of 
Christ and this ‘family row’ 
will do nothing to proclaim 
Christ. Among traditionalists 
there has emerged a phrase: 
‘we want to get off the bat- 
tlefield and onto the mission- 
field.’ Perhaps God's mission 
would be best served if we 
agreed to differ and allowed 
each other whatever is need- 
ed to engage in Christ's con- 
tinuing mission of redemp- 
tion, recognising that it is 
Christ and His Gospel that 
we are called to faithfully 
proclaim rather than our- 
selves. 



Women are naturally in the mission field 



By Dr Cathy Ross 

ONE of the aims of the Lambeth Conference 
in 2008 is to equip bishops for the Christ- 
given task of being 
leaders in God's 
mission. Perhaps if 
we see bishops as 
being leaders in mis- 
sion, this may give 
us a slightly differ- 
ent perspective on 
this whole debate. 

Mission is about 
God's reaching out 
in love to draw people into relationship with 
Christ to enable healing, wholeness and new- 
ness of life. This is 
why the church exists - 
as Emile Brunner 
famously said, ‘The 
church exists by mis- 
sion as a fire exists by 
burning.’ We try to 
practise a holistic 
understanding of mis- 
sion along the lines of 
the five marks of mis- 
sion which are broad- 
ly: proclamation, dis- 
cipleship, loving service, social transforma- 
tion and safeguarding the integrity of cre- 
ation. As we work out our engagement in 
mission we want our bishops to lead us, to be 
prophetic in word and deed and to model this 
understanding of mission. 

Women have always been more engaged in 



mission than men. Look at your local church 
and ask yourself who is providing the hospi- 
tality, who is showing compassion for the 
abused and marginalised, who is looking 
after the widows and orphans, who is cham- 
pioning caring for creation. Most of the time, 
it will be women. Who is up the front, telling 
us how to do it? Most of the time, it will be 
men. From an early age, women are 
socialised into service - we know how to serve 
because that is what ,is expected from us. 
Bishops are servants too. To be a leader in 
mission is to follow the example of Christ 
who ‘made himself nothing and taking the 
very nature of a servant.’ (Phil 2:7a) We need 
church leaders who 
can lead us in mis- 
sion - these will be 
both women and 
men as together we 
reflect the image of 
God. God knew this 
when God created us 
male and female to 
reflect God's image. 
Jesus knew it by 
including women in 
his band of disciples. 

The Holy Spirit knew it as the gifts of the 
Spirit (including leadership) are poured out 
on both men and women. Paul knew it with 
his hermeneutical key of Galatians 3:28. 
Why can we not have the courage to appoint 
church leaders who will lead us in mission, 
according to their gifts and not their gender? 




Mission is about God's reaching 
out in love to draw people into 
relationship with Christ to 
enable healing, wholeness and 
newness of life.... Women have 
always been more engaged in 
mission than men. 



Have your say: We would still like to hear your thoughts on this debate. Have the various views of our contributors over the last four issues changed your mind or 
confirmed your opinions? Write to Letters at Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 0X2 ONB or email door@oxford.anglican.org 
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Easter Crossword 




Easter Crossword elites 

Across Down 



I. Sweet holiday gift (6, 3) 

8. Siren has shakily ascended (5) 
9. Controls gallery to restore 
status (9) 

10. Old measure for English 
ladies (3) 

II. Centre probably not found in 
1A (4) 

12. One who allows remittance 
( 6 ) 

14. Old soldier having degree at 
length (6) 

15. One called Easter having 
heads (6) 

18. The flowering kind is seen 
now (6) 

19. Youngster has morning in 
pound (4) 

21. Man returns alternative neg- 
ative (3) 

23. Camping charge? It's meant 
(9) 

24. Girl bites sandwich held (5) 

25. A scary nut finds solace in 
church (9) 



1. No late worms for this bird 
(5) 

2. Poppy girl (7) 

3. Animal losing head and direc- 
tion (4) 

4. Girl and short boy finish (6) 

5. Mad holiday in sports car is 
best (8) 

6. Flower festival out of England 

(5) 

7. Church of football team (7) 
13. Safe rise of various bloomers 
( 8 ) 

14. Seasonal headgear for 
motors? (7) 

16. Omar Abi can import coffee 
plant (7) 

17. Topping drink traps deserter 

( 6 ) 

18. Christian emblem for hot 
bun (5) 

20. Cute Easter pet (5) 

22. Tied by many couples about 
now (4) 



Answers to the Fairtrade Crossword, March DOOR 

Across: 1. Third world; 7. Optimum; 8. Trade; 10. Fame; 11. Socrates 
13. Empire; 15. Banana; 17. Earl grey; 18. Emir; 21. Nubia; 22. Pacific; 23. 
Bessarabia; Down: 1. Totem; 2. Iamb; 3. Damson; 4. Outbreak; 5. Leaf 
tea; 6. Coffee bean; 9. East africa; 12. Programs; 14. Parable; 16. Pepper; 
19. Mafia; 20. Scab 



This month's crossword prize is a copy 
of T44 Talks for totally awesome 

kids' (Monarch Books). This is a great 
book if you've ever been stuck for ideas 
on how to reach today's 'tweenagers 1 
with a memorable, possibly inspiring 
talk about faith. Written by teacher 
Chris Chesterton and licensed diocesan 
evangelist David T Ward the book focus- 
es on 8-12-year-olds who it believes 
are 'entertainment and information- 
overloaded, but spiritually hungry'. The interactive talks are set 
to last around 10 minutes and cover subjects from the main - 
Christian festivals to making choices, self-esteem, prayer and 
the mobile phone, and having a personal relationship with God. 

To enter, send your completed crossword to The DOOR, Easter 
Crossword competition, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 
0X2 ONB, by 11 April. And don't forget our Fairtrade Easter 
Egg competition on page 16. 



Competition winners 

Thank you to all who entered our earlier competitions. 
Fairtrade Crossword: Mrs B A Lilley of Chesham Bois, 
Amersham wins a copy of Selwyn Hughes’ Spoken from the 
Heart (vol II) 

This Immoral Trade: Mrs I West of Chipping Norton, Diana 
Wayland of Olney, Bucks, Andrew Nash of Leighton 
Buzzard, Doreen Hill of Maidenhead and Matthew Rutter of 
Blackbird Leys, Oxford all knew that William Wilberforce 
was the MP who campaigned for the abolition of slavery and 
drew up the Bill of 1 807 banning areas under British control 
from trading slaves. They all receive a copy of This Immoral 
Trade: Slavery in the 21 st Century. 
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Strengthening links with our Swedish partners 




AS part of our World Church Year, 2007, two groups - from 
the Oxford diocese and our partner diocese of Vaxjo in 
Sweden - have been working on issues of mission and devel- 
opment. 

After working independently of each other, but with paral- 
lel monthly seminars, since September, the groups welcomed 
their first chance to get together to share experiences when 
they met at Clanfield in West Oxfordshire last month. 

Tony Dickinson, European Contact for the Diocese of 
Oxford, told the DOOR: ‘The three days the participants 
spent together were rich in sharing and in prayer... Question 
and answer sessions that followed formal presentations 
ranged widely from Fresh Expressions to the trade justice 
movement via Swedish Church Aid, international mission 



By Nick Molony, K&K Link Co-ordinator 
THE Revd Canon Ossie Swartz has been elected as the new 
Bishop of our South African partner diocese of Kimberley 
and Kuruman. 

Ossie is well known in many parts of the Oxford diocese: 
From the start of the partnership in 1993 he was Diocesan 
Secretary, with responsibility for maintaining the link rela- 
tionship. Before that he was rector of St John’s, Mafikeng, 
and held other posts in the diocese. 

In preparation for the Lambeth Conference in 1998 he 
contributed a chapter in the resource book ‘ Anglicanism: A 
Global Communion’ looking at possibilities for a rural dio- 



agencies and ‘Sharing Life’. 

In May the groups will meet again in Sweden at the dioce- 
san conference centre on the Baltic island of Oland. 

Mr Dickinson said that the hope of the project is to produce 
a group of ‘internationally committed people’ in each diocese 
who will be a resource for both their own congregations and 
deaneries and for the wider church. 

February also saw members of St Helen’s Church, Benson, 
travel to Vaxjo to experience life in our partner diocese. 

The party were welcomed by the Revd Johan Lindstrand, 
vicar of Braas and Area Dean of Vidinge, and enjoyed a full 
itinerary, including Holy Communion arranged in their hon- 
our. 

Each evening a communal meal for the group and their host 
families provided wonderful opportunities to share stories of 
their churches and families. 

Younger members of the party also sampled school, 
Swedish style and enjoyed a trip to the Volvo articulated 
dump truck assembly plant in Braas. 

The trip was led by the Revd Andrew Hawkin, vicar of 
Benson and Area Dean of Aston and Cuddesdon, who said the 
experience was summed up by one member of the party who 
commented: ‘The fellowship was wonderful, with a true sense 
of the Spirit being among us.’ 

Everyone agreed it was exhilarating, exciting and well 
worth the effort, and we hope it will be the start of a deeper 
friendship, sharing and mutual fellowship between our two 
parishes, along the lines of the covenant signed by Bishop 
Richard and Bishop Anders Wejryd in 2004. 



cese in a changing society. 

Ossie grew up in Kimberley and Kuruman and he and wife 
Yasmin have three children in their early 20s who live and 
work in Cape Town. 

Acting Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, will 
represent the Oxford diocese at the enthronement and conse- 
cration in St Cyprian’s Cathedral on 1 May. 

We wish him well and, with so many common bonds, we 
look forward to an exciting time in the next few years of our 
link partnership. 



Acting on AIDS 




COLOURFUL, educational puppets, made by parishioners in 
Kidlington from recycled bottles and fabric scraps and a splash 
of imagination, will soon be helping. teach people in their link 
parish of Montshiwa, in rural South Africa, about HIV and 
AIDS prevention. 

Project organisers Kathyrn Ellis and Eleanor Williams told 
the DOOR that the puppets will target those who cannot read, 
and come complete with a script and props packed in a box like 
a mini travelling theatre. It is hoped once the prototypes catch 
on, locals will go on to make their own. 

Kathryn and Eleanor will take the puppets out to South Africa 
in March, meeting with Masi Cowper, prominent AIDS activist, 
and visiting projects supported by the UK charity 'Bishop 
Simeon Trust 7 * 

The link between Kidlington and Montshiwa is part of the link 
between Kimberley and Kuruman and the Diocese of Oxford. 



A new bishop for Kimberley and Kuruman 



Recipe 



by our cookery writer Ann Way 



Special Raspberry 

In High Wycombe where I live, we have a market several 
times a week in the High Street. They usually have two stalls 
selling fruit and vegetables which are very good value - but 
there was a special treat in store for me when I went down 
at just past 4pm last weekend. One particular stall had a 
huge supply of fresh raspberries and the stall owners were 
telling any one to help themselves. I offered to pay for my 
trays but the stall owner just smiled and said he was glad to 
get rid of them so I staggered off to my car with my bounty. 
The end result was 8 pots of raspberry jam and this nice 
pudding. I was ordered by my son to write it down immedi- 
ately in case forgot it - so here it is - 1 hope you all like it! 

Ingredients 

8-9 oz (225g-250g) fresh raspberries 

2 lemons 

1 rounded tbsp of castor sugar 

1 heaped tbsp granulated sugar 

1 tbsp oat bran 

2oz (50g) wholemeal flour 

4oz (llOg) softened butter or good margarine 

3 thick slices of seeded wholemeal bread 

Method 

Wash the raspberries, picking out any doubtful or mildewed 



Crumble 

ones. Place in a pan with the juice of 1 lemon and the castor 
sugar and a little water. Stir until they have become slightly 
softened over a gentle heat. Pour into a pie dish. Crumble 
the wholemeal bread in to a bowl- if you only have plain 
wholemeal bread, add some extra seeds such as sesame and 
sunflower seeds. Add the oat bran as well. 

Grate the rind of the lemon and stir in with the granulated 
sugar and stir this into the bread mixture. Finally rub in the 
butter or margarine 
until it is well 
mixed in to a crum- 
bly consistency. 

Place this on top of 
the raspberries and 
cook in a medium 
oven - gas mark 3, 

325F 170C until 
the top is nice and 
crisp, but not too 
browned - watch 
out if you have a 
fan oven! Serve 
with custard or 
whipped cream. 

Scrumptious! 



Ann’s fame is Sky high 

THE DOOR’s cookery writer, Ann Way has caught the eye of 
celebrity chef Anthony Worrall Thompson. 

Thanks to her ever popular recipes in the DOOR, and other 
publications, Anthony invited Ann to take part in his TV pro- 
gram on SKY’S UK FOOD. 

Ann teamed up with Anthony against rival chef Paul 
Rankin and his fellow competitors, and let him in on the 
secret of how to bake her Great Grandmother's Christmas 
Cake, which she says includes the secret ingredients of her 
Five Fruit Marmalade and a good dose of whisky. 

Ann's recipe obvi- 
ously tickled the taste- 
buds of the judges as it 
was hailed the win- 
ning cake. 

Ann said: ‘Anthony 
Worrall Thompson 
was a joy to work 
with and made me feel 
so at ease right from 
the start.’ 

You too can try out 
Ann's winning recipe 
as it is to be published 
in a book to accompa- 
ny the series. Keep 
checking the DOOR 
for publication date. 





Ann Way and Anthony Worrall 
Thompson on UK FOOD 
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Christian History 



INTRIGUINGLY Diarmaid 
MacCulloch, Professor of 
the History of the Church at 
Oxford University, relates 
how on appointment as a 
Tutor in Church History 
some years ago he had 
emphasised that he 'did not 
believe in Church History'. 

x Why, oh why, couldn't 
it have been like this 
at school? 7 

First published in 1987 
under the title 'Groundwork 
of Christian History', this 
updated edition, ‘Christian 
History - An Introduction to 
the Western Tradition’, is 
thus quite definitely not a 
church history. Rather, 
Professor MacCulloch, plots 
the course of Western 
Christianity, from the church 
of the Roman Empire, 
through to Roman 
Catholicism and 

Protestantism as we know 
them today. 

What is particularly illu- 
minating is the way he does 
so in the much wider histori- 
cal and cultural context. 
This is not merely a succes- 
sion of facts and dates, but 
an insight into how thinking 
and belief developed within 
the context of their place in 
time and space. 



The 1 8 well-ordered chap- 
ters, interspersed with 
chronologies, ensure that the 
narrative flows with ease 
and in a way that keeps the 
story alive and the reader 
attentive. The boring bits 
don't get in the way of the 
interesting bits! History told 
like this is accessible and 
understandable. Why, oh 
why, couldn't it have been 
like this at school? 

Professor MacCulloch's 
aim - to provide a starting 
point, not a finishing point - 
is for me admirably 
achieved; his book works 
well as both a straight read 
and a reference source. If like 
me, you feel you really 
should know more but are 
daunted by the task, here is 
an excellent way in. 

Graham Choldcroft is a mem- 
ber of the DOOR Editorial 
Group and worships at St 
Mary's Church, Thame. 




Riding Lights on tour 



Riding Lights Roughshod performing Flight Cases at St 
Clements Church, Oxford photo: Chris Brown 

AUDIENCES across Oxfordshire were encouraged to ditch 
their excess baggage, hitch up their flight socks and take-off 
on an exhilarating journey with The Riding Lights 
Roughshod Theatre group last month. Flight Cases is an ele- 
vating collection of stories with themes to take the audience 
to the heart of human and spiritual issues, questioning what 
makes us valuable and asking what difference faith makes as 
we journey through life and beyond. Riding Lights 
Roughshod is a professional touring theatre company which 
annually reaches a live audience of 132,000 adults and chil- 
dren, performing in schools, churches, prisons, army bases, 
streets and town halls. Watch out for them when they’re next 
in town. See www.ridinglights.org for dates and venues. 



Volunteers sought for Passion play 

CREATION Theatre are seeking 40 people to make up a volun- 
teer community chorus for their summer season which includes 
the Oxfordshire Passion Play. If you have a willingness to muck 
in, enthusiasm, motivation, flexibility and a passion for theatre, as 
well as singing or musical skills or acting experience, please 
email deputypro@creationtheatre.co.uk for more information. 
Closing date 30 March. 



Interfaith Seminars 

By the Revd Dr Marcus Bravbrooke, Honorary Assistant Priest, 



Dorchester Benefice 

‘THE encounter with people 
of other religious communi- 
ties is not, now, if it ever 
was, limited to urban neigh- 
bourhoods,' reads the fore- 
word by the Revd Canon 
Guy Wilkinson, Secretary 
for Inter-Faith Relations to 
the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, in this booklet 
'Dialogue and Difference'. 

The booklet includes 
essays based on a series of 
inter-faith seminars at Ripon 
College, Cuddesdon, by The 
Oxford Diocesan Committee 
for Inter-Faith Concerns, 
and will be relevant to many 
people in our diocese. 

Kate West's contribution 
is labelled 'Paganism and 
Alternative Spirituality' but 
confines itself to Paganism, 
which she admits is an 
umbrella term. Most Pagans 
hold that the Divine is male 
and female, that nature is to 
be respected, and that every- 
one is entitled to their own 
spiritual path, provided it 
harms no-one else. 

Some Christians would 
not disagree, as John Drane 
suggests in his sympathetic 
response - but there is much 
that they would wish to add. 

In his own contribution 
editor; Hugh Boulter, identi- 



fies a range of attitudes to 
other faith communities, 
such as isolation, hostility, 
competition, partnership, 
dialogue as negotiation, dia- 
logue proper and foreclo- 
sure. All of us, including 
those involved in inter-faith 
activity, could well examine 
their motivations under 
these headings. 

Critical of both 'multi-cul- 
turalism' and 'integration', 
Hugh offers an alternative 
more difficult model in 
which 'communities engage 
with each other and create 
new understandings and 
new ways of living together 
in mutual understanding.' 

Dr Ataullah Siddiqui's 
seminar is a good example of 
this. He urges Christians and 
Muslims, instead of reiterat- 
ing past criticisms, to meet 
each other as they really are. 

It is this that the Oxford 
Diocesan Committee for 
Inter-Faith Concerns aims to 
enable us to do. 

The booklet is 
available from 
Diocesan 
Church House 
and is priced at 
£5.00 
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CLASSIFIED RESOURCES - keep these numbers handy! 








HOLIDAYS 



BUDE 

North Cornwall 

Very comfortable 4 bed 
house, minutes from 
beach and cliffs 

For more details please 
call 020 7794 2975 



Freshwater East 

Pembrokeshire. 

Well equipped adjacent 
Holiday Homes. Beach 250 yds. 
Sleeps 1-6. From £150 p.w. 
Clergy Discount. 

Sorry no pets. 
0151-486-2745 



LLANDUDNO 
NUNEHAM HOUSE 
HOTEL 

Adjacent to beach/pier. 
Dinner, bed & breakfast. 

£35 per day. Special offers April and 
September £30 per day. 

01492 877369 



YORKSHIRE DALES 

Holiday cottage, 18th Century, 
stunning location, open fire, 
fully-equipped. Superb 
walking, birding, relaxing. 
Sleeps 2 + sofabed. £140-210. 

b@surefish.co.uk 



ITALY 

Near Rome and airports. 
Self-catering, sleeps 3-4 in 
rural tranquility close 
to historic village. 
villagirasole@hotmail.com 
www.villettagmsole.com 

07836 650 834 



COSTA BLANCA 

near Denia, 

2 bedroomed apartment to let, 
close to long sandy beach. 

Air conditioned. Quiet 
uncommercialised location, 
mountain views, beautiful gardens 
and pool, car park. 

Prom £115 per week. 

Other apartments available for 
larger parties. 

Telephone English owner on 
00 34 96 280 7483 or e mail 
cardenstephen@yahoo.co.uk. 



Learn French in a pleasant suburb of Paris 

Long and short courses at 5 levels throughout the school year 
PLUS one-week revision and exam preparation course in April 
and three-week summer school in July/August. Multimedia lab. 

single and family accommodation, childcare facility. 
Christian basis, good contacts with local community and churches. 

www.lescedres.com lescedres@gmail.com 
17 voie de Wissous, 91300 Massy, France. Tel: 00 331 6930 0067 
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Sun 1 BANBURY The Passion 
Narrative with Taize music, St 
Mary’s Church 6pm. 01295 
253329. 

Sun 1 SILCHESTER Palm 
Sunday walk to Roman amphi- 
theatre with readings, hymns, 
prayers, service, recreating Jesus’ 
entry into Jerusalem. Starts village 
hall 9.50am; service amphitheatre 
11am. 0118 970 0647. 

Sun 1 COOKHAM Service for 
Palm Sunday, Holy Trinity Church 
6.30pm, including Williamson’s 
Procession of Palms. 

Sun 1 OXFORD Shotover House 
Gardens open for Daffodil Day in 
aid of St Nicholas Church, Forest 
Hill. £2.50, teas. 01865 872514. 
TUe 3 READING Stainer’s 
Crucifixion , All Saints’ Church, 
Downshire Sq, 8pm. 0118 950 
2620. 

The 3 OXFORD Free Lenten con- 
cert: Baroque music, silence for 
reflection, focus on piece of art. 
Queen’s College Chapel 6.15pm. 
Collection for charities. 01865 
246809, <janspurlock@btintemet. 
com>. 

Wed 4 HLEHURST Olivet to 
Calvary’ (Reading Concert Singers 
and church choirs), St Mary 
Magdalen Church 7.30pm. 
Collection for Heartbeats. 0118 
942 5290. 



Fri 6 TILEHURST ‘Olivet to 
Calvary’ (Reading Concert Singers 
and church choirs), St Agnes 
Church 7.30pm. Collection for 
Heartbeats. 0118 942 5290. 

Fri 6 OXFORD Sing Rossini’s 
Stabat Mater ; St Giles’ Church: 
rehearsal 3.30pm; tea 6.30pm; per- 
formance 7.30pm. Tickets on door. 
01865 310686, <cynthia.hall@ 

theology.ox.ac.uk>, <www.st-giles- 
ehurch.org>. 

Fri 6 COOKHAM ‘At the Foot of 
the Cross’: music and readings for 
Good Friday, Holy Trinity Church 
6pm. 

Sat 7 WITNEY Vital Recitals con- 
cert: music, poetry, talk on Ghana, 
highlighting ‘Make Witney a Fair 
Trade Town’ initiative, Holy 
Trinity Church, Woodgreen, 
7.30pm. 01993 709596. 

Sun 8 BANBURY Easter 
Enlightenment: readings and 

excerpts from Handel’s Messiah , St 
Mary’s Church 6pm. 

Sun 8 COOKHAM Choral 
Evensong and procession for Easter 
Day, Holy Trinity Church 6.30pm. 
Wed 11-Sun 15 BANBURY 
Banbury & District Art Society 
Exhibition, St Mary’s Church 
10am-4pm (Sun 12-4-pm). 

Sat 14-Mon 15 NEWBURY St 
George’s Art Exhibition, Wash 
Common: Fri 7.30-1 0pm; Sun 
10am-9pm; Mon 10am-5pm. 
<jam.son@virgin.net>. 

TUe 16 OXFORD Christian 
Music Fellowship hosts taster ses- 



comptieci by Clare Wenham 

APRIL 2007 



sion of The Musical Exodus by 
Margaret Carpenter. Northway 
Evangelical Church, Sutton Way, 
7.30pm. 07855 865194. 

Sun 22 MINSTER LOVELL 

Healing Ministry within the 
Eucharist with anointing and lay- 
ing on of hands, St Kenelm’s 
Church 11am. Guild of St Raphael 
affiliated. 01993 776492. 

Mon 23-Sun 6 May BANBURY 
The Beacon Banner Project, St 
Mary’s Church 10am-4pm (Sun 

12.30- 4pm). 0781444 6131. 

Fri 27 FINGEST Healing Service 
with laying on of hands and anoint- 
ing at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
01481 571231, 

Fri 27-Sun 29 CHESHAM Art 

at Christ Church, Waterside (local 
artists), Fri 7.30-9. 30pm; Sat 

10.30- 5pm; Sun llam-5pm. 
01494 725228, <hilary.unwin@ 
yahoo.co.uk>. 

Sat 28 HIGH WYCOMBE Great 
Missenden Choral Society Concert: 
Bach, Mendelssohn, Strauss, All 
Saints’ Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
01494 512000/421892. 

Sat 28 ASTON TIRROLD Psalm 
Readings Workshop (Sarah 
Fordham), The Centre for Reflec- 
tion, 10am-4pm; bring food to 
share. 01235 850423. 

Sat 28 MILTON KEYNES 
Concert of classics and praise for 
Tearfund, Loughton Baptist 
Church, Bradwell Road 7.30pm. 
01908 265347. 

Sat 28-Sun 29 OLNEY John 



Newton Bicenenary weekend: 
speakers, services, concert. Cowper 
& Newton Museum, 01234 
711516. 

Sun 29 NEWTON LONG-VILLE Six 

gardens open 2-6pm, plants, teas, 
in aid of St Faith’s Church. 01908 
375794. 

Sun 29 READING Career or 
Calling?* Under 25s event, 
Greyfriars Church, Reading 
7-9pm. 01865 208291, <debbie. 
dallimore@oxfofd.anglicari.org>. 



Journeys 
Exploring Life's 
Big Questions 
4 March - 8 April 
Sundays 9-1 Opm 
BBC Radio Oxford 95.2 FM 
New series presented by 
Mike Beaumont (Oxford 
Community Church) 
Fascinating stories from 
ordinary people on the 
journey of life 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 
11.15am Sung Euchanst; 

6pm Evensong 
Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

1-1. 10pm Praying at One 
(Monday Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday); 1pm Wednesday only 
j^yCommonion: 

6pm Evensong 
Sung Euchanst 6pm) 

Cathedral Office 0M5 27$155; 
Cathedral Secretary <$alfy-ann. 
ford@chch.ox.ac.uk>; website 
<www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk> 



MAY 

Fri 4-Mon 7 DflDCOT Flower 
Festival, All Saints’ Church, Lydalls 
Rd. Fri, Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 
12-4pm; Mon 10am-4pm. 

Sat 5-Mon 7 PANGBOURNE 
‘.. and in the morning’ Flower 
Festival to mark 25th anniversay of 
Falklands War: daily 10-5pm, 

evensong 5pm, Falkland Islands 
Memorial Chapel, Pangbourne 
College, <brian.cunningham@ 



pangcoll. co.uk>. 

Mon 7 GERRARDS CROSS 

‘Mission Possible’ WEC Open day, 
Bulstrode Park 10am- 5.30pm. 
Free; no need to book. 01753 
884631, <www. wec-int.org.uk>. 
Mon 14 OXFORD Grandparents 
Today: expectations and realities, 
Diocesan Church House 10am. 
01865 208214; <victoria.slater@ 
oxford. anglican.org>. 

Sun 19 BANBURY Realising 
Your Vocation’, 10am-3pm, St 
Mary’s Centre, Horsefair, Banbury, 
Oxon OX16 0AA. Speakers from 
different areas of ministry. Tea and 
coffee available, please bring 
packed lunch. To book a place con- 
tact: barbara.walklate@btinter- 

net.com. 01295 780273 



Christ Church Cathedral 
Services for Holy Week 
and Easter 

Palm Sunday 

8am Said Eucharist; 10am Choral 
Matins; 11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Choral Evensong 
Monday of Holy Week 
7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 6pm Choral 
Evensong with Address 
Tuesday of Holy Week 
7. iSamiftofning Prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 11am Blessing of 
Oils Service; 6pm Choral Evensong 
with Address 

Wednesday of Holy Week 

7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 6pm Said Evening 
Prayer; 7:30pm Cathedral Choir sing 
Bach’s Passion according to St John 
Maundy Thursday 
7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 6pm*Said Evening 
Prayer; 7.30pm Sung Eucharist fol : 
iowed by Watch' 

Good Friday 

10am Good Friday Liturgy; 6pm; 
Choral Evensong with Address 
Saturday of Holy Week 
7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am 
Ante-communion; 6pm Choral 
Evensong; 

9pm Easter Vigil and Confirmation 
Service 

Easter Day 

8am Holy Communion; 10am. Choral 
Matins; 11.15am; Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Choral Evensong 



April Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 




My house shall be a house of 
prayer’ Luke 19:46 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through His son Jesus Christ, 
in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, for: 

Sun 1 Palm Sunday 

‘Blessed is the king who comes 
in the name of the Lord’ Luke 
19:38. 

Mon 2 All in non-stipendiary 
ministry and those they serve: 
bishop’s officers - Julian 
Hubbard, Hugh Lee, Jim 
Turner, John Edwards, 
Rosemary Payne. 

TUe 3 Bishops, priests and 
deacons as they renew their 
vows and those who, during 
the coming year, will be anoint- 
ed with the oils blessed and dis- 
tributed at Christ Church 
today. 

Wed 4 Mission in Work and 
Economic life, industrial chap- 
laincy: adviser - Nicholas 
Parish; missioners, chaplains, 
ministers - Stephen Norrish, 
Peter Steddon, Bob Penman, 
Susan Van Beveren. Ministers 
and ministry in economic 
affairs and unemployment. 

Thu 5 Maundy Thursday 
‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ 
Luke 23:3. 

Friday 6 Good Friday Pilate 
asked him, ‘What is truth?* 
John 18:38. 

Sat 7 Easter Eve ' Why do 

you look for the living among 
the dead?’ Luke 24: 5. 



Sun 8 Easter Day ‘He is not 

Fere: he is risen’ Luke 24:6. 
Alleluia! 

Mon 9 Milton Keynes Deanery. 
Give thanks for Milton Keynes 
and the great diversity found in 
this city. Area dean - Tim 
Norwood; synod lay chairman 

- Paul Bright; the Mission part- 
nership of the Milton Keynes 
Christian Council: ecumenical 
moderator - Mary Cotes; 
development chaplain - Tim 
Clapton; director of Christian 
training - Peter Ballantine; 
chairman - Mike Morris and 
staff; sector team - Stephen 
Norrish, Graham Ghaleb; 
licensed lay minister - Peggy 
Faithfull. 

TUe 10 Bletchley: clergy - 
Mike Archer, Mark Adams, 
Catherine Butt; licensed lay 
minister - Robin Rowles; 
youth/children’s worker - Karen 
Fairweather; lay pastors - 
Richard Catherall, O. Hermes. 
Waddon Way Church: clergy - 
Alan Bird; lay pastors - P. Bates, 
Peter Cutler; Sue Gibbs, Ken 
Pitkethly. 

Wed 1 1 Calverton held in plu- 
rality with Stony Stratford: clergy 

- Ross Northing; Church Army - 
Janet Northing. Fenny Stratford 
St Martin: clergy - Victor 
Bullock, Ian Thomas. 

Thu 12 Christ the 
Cornerstone: clergy - Ernesto 
Lozada-Uzuriaga, Andrew 
Ollard, David Tatem, Beverley 
Hollins, Marian Balance; 
licensed lay minister - Marian 



Balance. 

Fri 1 3 Stantonbury and 
Willen: clergy - Peter 

Ballantine, Judy Rose, Andy 
Jowitt, Paul Smith, Peter 
Ballantine,, Chris Collinge; lay 
worker - David Wilson; 
licensed lay ministers - Arthur 
Chadwick, Barry Fleming, 
Mary Lovegrove; Methodist 
local preacher - Ruth Walker 
Singh; Baptist lay preacher - 
Margaret Prisk. 

Sat 14 Walton: clergy - David 
Lunn, Susan Jackson, Stuart 
Dennis. Water Eaton: clergy - 
Christopher Bell. 

Sun 15 Wading Valley: clergy 

- Mike Morris, Tim Norwood, 
Pauline Barnes, Richard Davis, 
Tim Hadden; licensed lay min- 
ister - Phyllis Bunnett. 

Mon 16 Wolverton: clergy 
Jeremy Trigg. Woughton: cler- 
gy - Duncan Barnes, David 
Rudiger; licensed lay ministers 

- Mike Davidge, Paul Norris, 
Tony Stanyer. 

TUe 17 Reading Deanery Six 
parishes will be vacant during 
2007; pray for all involved in 
making appointments: bishop, 
archdeacon, parish representa- 
tives, etc. Pray for the ‘Regen- 
erate Mission’ across Reading, 
involving the churches from 
many different denominations. 
‘Regenerate’ provides all the 
Christian communities in 
Reading with an opportunity 
to find new ways of sharing the 
good news of Jesus Christ. 



Area dean - Brian Shenton; 
synod lay chairman - Peter 
Jeal; clergy - Susan Van 
Beveren, Colin Bass, Elizabeth 
Jackson; licensed lay ministers 

- Tony Bushell, Len Harris, 

Clifford Powell. Reading Deaf 
Church: clergy - Roger 

Williams; licensed lay ministers 

- Kenneth Dyson, Janice 

Palmer, trainee Anna Knaggs. 
Wed 18 Caversham Group 
Ministry. Caversham St 
Andrew: clergy - Keith 

Kinnaird. Caversham St Peter 
and Mapledurham: clergy - 
Richard Kingsbury, Alveen 
Thoresen, Keith Knee- 
Robinson; licensed lay minis- 
ters - John Madeley, Marion 
Pyke, Bill Vincent. Caversham 
St John the Baptist: clergy - 
Philip Dallaway. Emmer Green 
St Barnabas with Caversham 
Park: clergy - Derek Chandler; 
Margaret Dimmick; licensed 
lay ministers - Elizabeth Gash, 
Paula Andrews. 

Thu 19 Earley St Nicholas: 
clergy - Dan Tyndall, David 
Webster. Earley St Peter: clergy 

- Derek Spears; licensed lay 
ministers - Roy Baxter. Earley 
Trinity Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Nick 
Thompson, Carole Cull. 

Fri 20 Loddon Reach: clergy - 
Maurice Stanton - Saringer, 
Beatrice Pearson, Maureen 
Devine, Chris Leslie; licensed 
lay ministers - Michael Dexter- 
Elisha, Pauline Stanton- 
Saringer. 



Sat 21 Tilehurst St George 
and Tilehurst St Mary 
Magdalen: clergy - Adam 
Carlill, Peter Grosse, Michael 
Oke. Tilehurst St Michael: cler- 
gy - Fred Dawson; licensed lay 
ministers - Anne Attewell, Don 
Wark. 

Sun 22 Third Sunday of 
Easter Christian witness in 
all sports and churches that 
seek to meet the needs of young 
people through their interests 
in sport. Those raising money 
for others by their participa- 
tion in the London Marathon. 
Mon 23 St George Reading 
All Saints: clergy - Henry 
Everett; licensed lay ministers - 
Sylvia Cummins, Anthony 
Green. Reading Christ Church: 
clergy - David West; pastoral 
assistants - John Barry Croton, 
P. Smith. 

TUe 24 Reading Greyfriars: 
clergy - Jonathan Wilmot, 
Catharine Morris; lay pastors - 
Phil Cooke, Pads Dolphin; 
licensed lay ministers - Philip 
Giddings, Christine Ledger, 
John Ledger, Dennis Parker, 
Sue Wilmot. 

Wed 25 Mark the 
Evangelist Reading St Agnes 
with St Paul and St Barnabas: 
clergy - Vernon Orr, Eve 
Houghton, Diane Reid. 
Reading St Giles: clergy - 
Michael Melrose. 

Thu 26 Reading St John the 
Evangelist: clergy - Ali 



Marshall, Nick Benson, 
Suzanne Knight: licensed lay 
ministers - Hamish Bruce, Alan 
Lawrence, Peter Marshall, Don 
Mason, Christine Orme, 
Jeremy Thake. 

Fri 27 Reading St Mary with 
St Laurence: clergy - Brian 
Shenton, Chris Russell; youth 
worker coordinator - Tom 
Evans. Reading St Luke with 
St Bartholomew: clergy - Nigel 
Hardcastle, Richard Christ- 
opher, Brian Blackman, 
Christine Blackman; licensed 
lay Minister - June Hardcastle. 
Reading St Mark held in plu- 
rality with Holy Trinity: clergy 
- David Peters, Charles Card- 
Reynolds 

Sat 28 Reading St Matthew: 
clergy - John Hudson. Calcot 
St Birinus: clergy - Alan 
Barnes. Tilehurst St Catherine: 
clergy - Denis Smith; licensed 
lay ministers - Michael 
Heather, Pam Toon, Tony 
Bartlett. 

Sun 29 Fourth Sunday of 
Easter* Diocesan Church 
House staff and all within the 
parishes whose gifts of admin- 
istration enable the mission 
and worship of the church. 
Mon 30 Woodley: clergy - 

Jon Honour; Jason Reid, Lyn 
Comerford, Moira Astin, 
Timothy Astin; licensed lay 
ministers - Lynne Horsecroft, 
Susan Walters, David Fulford, 
David Karsten, Michael 
Patterson. 
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YOUTH VIEW 



Global issues from a biblical perspective 



‘WHAT good is 
it, my brothers, if 
a man claims to 
have faith but 
has no deeds?’ 

James 2:14 

As part of a 
Gap Year scheme 
with Christian 
Aid I visit youth 
groups across the diocese to 
get young people thinking 
About this fundamental part 
of their faith, caring for the 
poor as the Bible tells us to. 
We cover a range of different 
issues from poverty to cli- 
mate change, trade, conflict 
or HIV/AIDS. The young 
people get a chance to see 
that God wants it to be at 
the core of their faith. 

I recently ran a session on 
climate change with a youth 
group in Reading. A starting 
7 oint for such a session is to 
look at what the Bible has to 
say about looking after our 
planet and the most vulnera- 
ble people in the world. 
Passages on this subject are 
not hard to find, from 
Genesis onwards we see that 
God calls us to be guardians 
of His creation. It's vital for 
young people to get to grips 
with this issue. Then it's 
important to think about 



how we as 
individuals are 
responsible for 
the changes in 
our climate. I 
use video clips; 
the website 
'YouTube' for 
example has 
some really 
useful, and often amusing, 
clips. We end by filling in 
campaign cards to send to 
the Prime Minister. 

The amazing thing about 
the sessions is that I have 
found young people to have 
a real sense of what isn't 
fair. Getting them to decide 
how they want to pray, to 
raise money, awareness or 
the kinds of changes they 
want to make in their day to 
day lives is vital. 

Ruth Bryant , is the Youth and 
Student Worker for Christian 
Aid working across the 
Oxford diocese. She is avail- 
able to run sessions on lots of 
global issues including cli- 
mate change from a biblical 
perspective. She would be 
more than happy to visit your 
church's youth or student 
group ; so get in contact on 
01865 246988 or 

rbryant@christian-aid. org. 




The Thinking Garden 



By Yvonne Morris, Acting Diocesan Children’s Adviser 

Get creative and reflect on the Easter story with 
this activity for children and young people. 




THE great thing about making this 
miniature Easter garden is that it can be 
done with just one child at home or 
with groups in church or school, and 
adjusted to appeal to a wide age range. 

The idea is to create the garden of 
Gethsemane on a plate or tray, or grow- 
ing in a plant pot. You could also 
include the tomb in which Jesus lay 
after crucifixion, though for very young 
children it might be clearer to concen- 
trate on just one element of the story. 

The template for the garden is open to 
interpretation, but here are the basics: 

You will need: 

An old dinner plate or tea tray 

If you use a shallow planter you will 

also need compost and growing plants. 

Moss for the grass 

Small stones for rocks 

Twigs for trees (red/deep pink and white 

blossom would be ideal to signify 

bloodshed and new life) 

Wooden lollipop sticks for Crosses 
A small plant pot for the tomb and bot- 
tle top or stone to roll away from the 
entrance. 

Flower heads - taken with permission! 
Coloured paper petals or flowers 
Pipe cleaners to make people 
Oasis or plasticine to secure twigs etc 



Remember, for growing 
gardens choose plants suit- 
able for confined spaces. 

How to use your gar- 
den resource: 

Creating the garden 
together provides wonder- 
ful opportunities to bring 
to life the Easter story, and 
to open up chances for discussion about 
Jesus' last days; about his feelings 
towards his friends and his Father; 
about his knowledge and emotions of 
what was ahead of him; and about his 
obedience and faith in God's will. 

You could also explore the actions, 
motives and lives of Jesus' disciples, the 
soldiers, and the public who called for 
his crucifixion. 

And you can reflect on the stark con- 
trast between the harmony of nature in 
the garden, and the turmoil of the 
human dramas played out within it. 

Ask your group to write words on the 
petals or flowers that reflect the discus- 
sions you have had, to write the names 
of friends who they would like Jesus to 
meet with, then add them to the garden. 

You can check out our website 
www. oxford . anglican . org/childr en for 
more Easter resource ideas and links to 
other useful websites. 



Easter Competition - 

Win Fairtrade Easter Eggs 

Win one of three delicious Fairtrade 
Easter Eggs, donated by the Botley 
branch of Fairtrade supporters Co-op. 
Download the special Easter Egg outline 
from our website: www.oxford.angh- 
can.org/easter and colour it in. Then 
send it to us at DOOR Egg 
Competition, at the address on page 2, 
including your name, age and address. 
The winning designs, in age categories 
3-6, 7-1 1 and 12-16, will be chosen by 
Yvonne Morris. The closing date for the 
competition is 1 1 April, 2007. 

There's also a chance to learn the secrets 
of presenting engaging talks for 8- 12- 
year-olds on Page 12, where our Easter 
Crossword prize is a copy of '144 Talks 
for Totally Awesome Kids' by Chris 
Chesterton and David T. Ward. 
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BCP services hard to find? 






PBS 

Pwkt Book 
.Society 



Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 0118 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 



Then they told what had happened on 
the road, and how (Jesus) had been made 
known to them in the breaking of the 
bread 1 Luke 24:35 



•WHAT had happened on the road' was that 
two disciples - one named Cleopas, and the 
cither presumably his wife - had met a 
stranger. He had asked them why they 
looked so sad. The two, who were disciples 
of Jesus, explained about his crucifixion and 
death in Jerusalem. 'We had hoped', they 
said, 'that he was the one to redeem Israel'. 
The stranger, presumably noticing the wist- 
ful longing in their words, then gave them a 
lengthy exposition of the Scriptures, demon- 
strating how the Messiah must necessarily 
suffer and then enter into his glory. If he was 
right, then they could still have 'hope'. 

When they reached their home at a village 
called Emmaus, they invited him to stay 
with them because it was evening. He did, 
and later ate a meal at their table. A striking 
painting by Caravaggio captures the scene. 
They asked him, as their guest, to give 
thanks for the food, which he did, breaking 
the bread and blessing God. As he did so, 
Luke records, 'their eyes were opened', and 
they realised the true identity of their guest. 
They had seen him do this very thing time 



after time. It was Jesus, the Messiah himself, 
risen from the dead. He 'vanished from their 
sight', but - forgetting any tiredness - they 
hurried the seven miles or so back to 
Jerusalem, to find the other disciples and tell 
them the wonderful news. However, the dis- 
ciples gathered there knew already - Jesus 
had appeared to Simon (we aren't told when 
or how). Nothing could stop Cleopas and 
his partner adding their testimony, of 
course. Jesus had 'made himself known to 
them in the breaking of the bread'. 

On Easter Day this month millions and 
millions of Christians around the world will 
mark the festival by sharing in the 'breaking 
of the bread'. It's a paradox, I suppose, that 
a sacrament which focuses primarily on the 
death of Jesus on the cross should also be a 
means by which our eyes are opened to the 
staggering truth of the resurrection. But 
really we should expect it, for when we 
'break bread' it is the risen Christ who pre- 
sides at the holy table; it is the risen Lord 
who bids us come and feast with him, the 
risen Saviour who promises to feed and 
nourish us on our pilgrim journey. That is 
why this service is a means of grace and not 
simply a memorial, a thanksgiving 
feucharist') rather than a wake. Like Mr 
and Mrs Cleopas at Emmaus, our spiritual 
eyes will be opened when Jesus himself 
makes himself known to us 'in the breaking 
of the bread'. 

Next month the Revd Canon Roger Humphreys, 
Team Rector of the Blenheim Benefice and well- 
known voice on BBC Radio Oxford will be guest 
contributor for Thought for the Month. David 
Winter will return after a short break. 



Canon DavU Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broad- 
caster and author of many books including Wo rt h New Ufe* (BRF); which offers reflections on forty key Old 
Testament words and ‘MMdng Seme el the Bbte* (Lion); a simple, no-nonsense guide to using the Bible. 




Stained Glass Studio 



STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Bci ksmtiml and Residential 

5 Matthousc Lane, Reading RG1 7M 
Tel: 8118 m 8SM Fax: tttt 857 5865 
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